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A CHURCH IN THE HOUSE. 

 

A SERMON 

CONCERNING 

FAMILY RELIGION 

PREACHED IN LONDON, APRIL 16,  170 4.  

1 COR.  xvi .  19.  

With the church that  i t  in  their  house.  

 

SOME vегу  good interpreters ( I  know) understand th is  of  a  set t led,  stated,  so lemn 

meeting  o f  Chr ist ians at  the  house of  Aqui la  and Pr i sc i l la ,  for  pub l ic  worship ;  and  they 

were g lad of  houses to  meet  in ,  where they wanted those better  conveniences,  which the 

church was a fterwards,  in  her  prosperous days,  accommodated with.  When they had not  

such p laces as  they could  wish,  they thankfu l ly  made use of  such as they cou ld  get .   

But  others th ink i t  i s  meant  only  of  their  own fami ly ,  and the st rangers with in  their  gates,  

among whom there was  so much p iety  and devot ion,  that  i t  might  wel l  be cal led a  churc h ,  

or  re l ig ious house.  Thus  the ancients general ly  understood  i t .  Nor  was i t  only  Aqu i la  and  

Pr i sc i l la ,  whose house was  thus  ce lebrated  for  re l ig ion,  (here  and  Rom. xvi .  5. )  but  

Nymphas a lso had  a  church in  h is  house,  (Co l .  i v.  15.)  and  Ph i lemon,  vs.  2 .  Not  but  that  

others,  to  whom and from whom salutat ions  are  sent  in  St .  Paul ' s  ep ist les,  made 

consc ience of  keeping up re l ig ion in  thei r  fami l ies ;  but  these are ment ioned,  probab ly  

because their  famil ies  were more numerous than most  o f  those other  famil ies we re;  

which made thei r  fami ly  devot ions  more so lemn,  and consequent ly  more taken not ice o f.   

In  th is  sense I  sha l l  choose to take i t ;  hence to  recommend fami ly  rel ig ion to you,  under  

a  not ion  of  a  church in  the house.  When  we see your  publ ic  assembl ies so we l l  f i l led,  so  

wel l  frequented ,  we cannot  but  thank  God,  and take courage ;  your d i l igent  a ttendance 

on the minist ry  o f  the  word and  prayers,  i s  your praise,  and I  t rust ,  through grace,  i t  

redounds to  your sp ir i tual  comfort  and  benef it .  But  my sub ject  at  th i s  t ime wi l l  lead  me 

to inquire into  the state of  re l ig ion in  your  pr ivate  houses,  whether  i t  f lour ish  or  wi ther  

there? whether  i t  be on  the throne,  or  under  foot  there? Herein  I  desi re  to  deal  p la in ly  
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and fa ithfu l ly  with  your  consciences,  and I  beg  you wi l l  g ive them leave to  deal  so  with  

you.   

The p ious and zea lous endeavours both of  magist rates and min isters for  the reformat ion  

of  manners,  and  the suppress ion  of  v ice  and  profaneness,  are  the joy  and encouragement 

of  a l l  good people in  the land,  and a  happ y indicat ion that  God has yet  mercy in  store for  

us :  I f  the Lord had been pleased to  k i l l  us,  he wou ld not  have shewed us such th ings s t  

these .  Now I  know not  any th ing that  wi l l  contr ibute more to  the furtherance of  th is  

good  work than  the br inging of  fam i ly -rel ig ion  more into pract ice and  reputat ion.  Here  

the reformat ion must  beg in.  Other methods may check the d isease we complain  of ,  but  

th is,  i f  i t  might  un iversal ly  obta in,  would cure  i t .  Sa lt  must  be cast  into these spr ings ,  

and then the waters would be  hea led.   

Many a  t ime,  no doubt ,  you have been urged  to th is  part  o f  your duty ;  many a  good  

sermon perhaps  you have heard,  and many  a  good  book  has been put  into your hands 

with  th is  des ign,  to  persuade you  to  keep  up  rel ig ion  in  your  fami l ies,  and to ass i st  you  

there in :  but  I  hope a  further  attempt  to  advance th is  good work,  by  one who i s  a  hearty  

wel lwisher  to  i t ,  and to the prosper ity  o f  your souls  and famil ies,  wi l l  not  be thought  

a ltogether need less,  and that  by  the grace of  God it  wi l l  not  be whol ly  f ru it less :  at  least  

i t  wi l l  serve to  remind you of  what  you have received and heard to th is  purpose,  that  you 

may hold  fast  what  i s  good,  and repent  o f  what  i s  amiss.  Rev.  i i i .  3 .   

The lesson then which  I  wou ld recommen d to you from th is  text ,  i s  th is :  

That  the famil ies  o f  Chr ist ian s should  be l i t t le  churches ;  or  thus,  That  wherever we  have 

a  house,  God should have a  church in  i t .   

Unhappy contests  there  have been,  and  st i l l  are,  among wise  and  good men about  the 

const itut ion,  order,  and  government o f  churches.  God by h is  grace hea l  these breaches,  

lead us  in to a l l  t ruth,  and d ispose our minds to  love and  peace ;  that  whi le  we endeavour  

here in  to  walk  accord ing to  the l ight  God has given us,  we may char i tably  bel ieve that  

others do  so too;  longing to  be there where we sha l l  be a l l  o f  a  mind.   

But  I  am now speak ing of  churches,  concerning  which there i s  no controversy.  Al l  agree 

that  masters  o f  famil ies who profess  rel ig ion,  and the fear  of  God  themselves,  should,  

accord ing to  the ta lents they  are intrusted with,  mainta in  and keep up re l ig ion  and the 

fear  of  God in  their  famil ies,  as those who  must  g ive account ;  and that  fami l ies,  as such ,  

shou ld  contr ibute to  the support  o f  Chr ist iani ty  in  a  nat ion,  whose honour and happiness  

i t  i s  to  be a  Chr ist ian nat ion .  As nature  makes famil ies  l i t t le  k ingdoms,  (and  perhaps 

economics were the f i rst  and most  ancient  pol i t i cs, )  so  grace makes famil ies  l i t t le  

churches;  and  those were the  pr imit ive  churches  o f  the  Old  Testament,  before  men 
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began to cal l  upon the name of  the  Lord in  solemn assembl ies,  and the sons  o f  God came 

together  to  present  themselves before h im.   

Not  that  I  would have these fami ly  churches set  up  and kept  up in  competi t ion with ,  

much less  in  contrad ict ion to,  publ ic  re l ig ious  assemblies,  which  ought  a lways to  have 

the preference:  The Lord loves  the gates o f  S ion more than a l l  the dwel l ings o f  Jacob,  (Ps .  

Ixxxvi i .  2. )  and so  must  we ;  and must  not  forsake  the assembl ing of  ourse lves  together,  

under  co lour o f  exhort ing one another dai ly  at  home.  Far  be i t  f rom us to  o ffer  any th ing 

that  may countenance  the invad ing o f  the  o ff ice of  the  min istry ,  or  lay ing  i t  in  common,  

and the usurping or  supersed ing  o f  the  administ rat ion of  sacraments .  No,  but  these 

fami ly  churches,  (wh ich are but  f igurat ive ly  so, )  must  b e erected and maintained in  

subordinat ion to those  more sacred and solemn establ i shments.   

Now,  that  I  may  the more d ist inct ly  open to you,  and  press upon you,  th is  great  duty  o f  

fami ly  rel ig ion,  from the example o f  th is  and other  texts,  o f  a  "church in  the house, "  I  

sha l l  endeavour ,  I .  To  show what  th is  church in  the house i s ,  and when  our  famil ies may  

be ca l led  churches.  And ,  I I .  To persuade  you by  some motives,  thus to  turn your  fami l ies  

into  churches.  And  then ,  I I I .  To address you  upon the whole matter  by  way  of  appl icat ion.   

I .  I  am in  the f i r st  p lace  to  te l l  you what  that  family  re l ig ion i s  which wi l l  be as a  church  

in  the  house,  and wherein  i t  consists ,  that  you  may see what  i t  i s  we are  persuading you 

to.   

Churches are sacred soc iet ies,  incorporated  for  the honour and service of  God in  Chr ist ,  

devoted  to God,  and  employed for  h im : so should  our  famil ies be.   

1.  Churches  are  societ ies devoted to  God,  ca l led  out  o f  the world ,  taken  in  out  of  the  

common to be enclosures for  God ;  he has set  them apart  fo r  h imsel f ;  and because he 

hath chosen them, they a lso have chosen him,  and set  themselves apart  for  h im.  The  

Jewish church was  separated  to God for  a  pecu l iar  people ,  a  k ingdom of pr iests .   

Thus  our  houses  must  be  churches ;  with  ourselves  we must  g ive up  our houses to  the 

Lord,  to  be to  h im for  a  name and a  people .  A l l  the interest  we have,  both in  our  

re lat ions,  and in  our  possessions,  most  be consecrated to God ;  as under the law al l  that  

the  servant  had  was h is  master 's  fo r  ever,  af ter  he h ad consented to have h is  ear  bored  

to the door-post  When God  ef fectua l ly  ca l led Abram o u t  o f  Ur  o f  the Chaldees,  h is  fami ly  

assumed the appearance of  a  part icu lar  church ;  for  in  obedience to God's precept,  and in  

dependence on God's  promi se,  they  took a l l  the substance they had gathered,  and  the 

sou ls they had gotten,  and put  themselves and their  a l l  under a  d ivine conduct  and  

government,  Gen.  x i i .  5 .  His  was a  great  family ,  not  only  numerous,  b ut  very  

considerab le ;  the father  o f  i t  was th e father  of  a l l  them that  bel ieve ;  but  even l i t t le 
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fami l ies,  jo int ly  and ent irely  g iven  up to  God,  so  become churches.  When  al l  the  

members o f  the fami ly  y ie ld  themselves to  God,  subscr ibe with  thei r  hands to  be the 

Lord 's,  and surname themselves by  the na me of  Israel , —  and the master  o f  the fami ly ,  

wi th  h imsel f ,  g ives up a l l  h i s  r ight ,  t i t le,  and in terest ,  in  h is  house,  and a l l  that  belong s  

to  i t ,  unto God,  to  be used for  h im,  and d isposed of  by  h im ; here i s  a  church in  the house.   

Bapt ism was orda ined for  the  d isc ip l ine of  nat ions.  (Matt ,  xxv i i i .  19. )  that  the k ingdoms 

of  the world,  as such,  might ,  by  thei r  conversion of  the  people to  the fa ith  o f  Chr ist ,  and 

the consecrat ion of  their  powers and  governments  to  the honour o f  Chr ist ,  become his  

k ingdoms,  Rev.  x i .  15 .  Thus by  bapt ism households l ikewise are  d isc ip led,  as Lydia 's  and 

the ja i ler ' s ,  (Acts xv i .  15,  33. )  and in  thei r  fami ly  capac ity  are given up  to h im,  who i s  in  

a  part icu lar  manner the God of  a l l  the fami l ies of  I srael ,  Jer .  xxxi .  1 .  Ci rcumcision was at  

f i r st  a  family  ord inance,  and in  that  part icu lar ,  as wel l  as others,  bapt ism somewhat 

symbol izes  with  i t .  When the chi ldren  of  Chr ist ian  parents are by  bapt ism admitted  

members of  the  universa l  church,  as  thei r  r ight  to  bapt i sm is  grounded  upon,  so  thei r  

communion with  the universal  church i s ,  dur ing their  in fancy,  maintained and kept  up 

chief ly  by,  their  immediate  relat ion to  these  "churches in  the house ;"  to  them, therefore,  

they are,  f i r st ,  g iven back,  and in  them they  are deposited,  —  under the tu it ion of  them,  

to  be tra ined  up  t i l l  they become capab le  o f  a  p lace  and  a  name in  part icu lar  churches  o f  

larger  f igure  and  extent .  So that  bapt ized  famil ies,  who own their  bapt ism,  and adhere to  

i t ,  and in  thei r  jo int  and relat ive  capaci ty  make profess ion  of  the Christ ian  fa ith,  may so  

far  be cal led  l i t t le churches.   

More than  once in  the Old  Testament we read  of  the  dedicat ion  of  pr ivate houses.  I t  i s  

spoken  of  as  a  common pract ice,  (Deut .  xx.  5. )  What man i s  there  that  hath bu i l t  a  new 

house,  and hath not  dedicated  i t ? that  i s ,  taken possess ion of  i t ;  in  the do ing o f  wh ich  i t  

was usua l  to  dedicate i t  to  God by some solemn  acts o f  re l ig ions worsh ip.  The 30th Psalm 

is  ent it led,  A Psa lm or  Song at  the Dedicat ion  of  the House  o f  Dav id .  I t  i s  a  good th ing 

when a  man has a  house of  h is  own,  thus to  convert  i t  into a  church,  by  dedicat ing i t  to  

the serv ice and honour  of  God,  That  i t  may be a  Bethel ,  a  house of  God,  and not  a  

Bethaven,  a  house of  vanity  and in iquity .  Every  good  Chr ist ian wh o i s  a  householder,  no  

doubt  does th is  hab itual ly  and  vi rtual ly ;  having f i r st  g iven h is  ownsel f  to  the Lord,  he 

freely  surrenders a l l  he has  to  h im: but  i t  may be of  good use  to  do i t  actua l ly  and  

express ly ,  and often to  repeat  th is  act  of  res ignat ion ;  This  stone  which I  have set  fo r  a  

p i l la r  shal l  be  God's  house ,  Gen.  xxvi i i .  22.  Let  a l l  I  have  in  my house,  and a l l  I  do in  i t ,  be  

for  the glory  o f  God ;  I  own h im to be my great  Landlord,  and I  ho ld  a l l  from and under 

h im: to  h im I  p romise to  pay the rents (the qu it - rents)  of  dai ly  praises and  thanksgiv ings ;  

and to  do the services,  the  easy  serv ices,  of  gospel  obed ience.  Let  Hol iness to  the Lord  

be wr itten upon the house,  and a l l  the furn iture of  i t ,  accord ing  to  the word which God  
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has spoken,  (Zech.  x iv .  20 ,  21 .)  That  every pot  in  Je rusa lem and  Judah  shal l  be  Ho l iness  

to  the Lord o f  hosts .  Let  God by h is  providence d ispose of  the  a f fa i rs  o f  my  family ,  and  by  

h is  grace d ispose the a f fect ions o f  a l l  in  my  family ,  according to  h is  wi l l ,  to  h is  own  

praise.  Let  m e and  mine be only ,  whol ly ,  and for  ever  h is.   

Be  persuaded (brethren)  thus to  ded icate your  houses to  God,  and  beg of  h im to  come 

and take  possession  of  them. I f  you never d id  i t ,  do i t  ton ight  with  a l l  possib le  

ser iousness and sincer ity .  Li ft  up your heads,  О ye gates,  and be ye l i f t  up,  ye  ever last ing  

doors,  and the K ing o f  g lory sha l l  come in.  Br ing the ark  o f  the Lord into the tent  you 

have p itched,  and ob l ige yourselves,  and a l l  yours ,  to  attend it .  Look upon your houses  

as  temples for  God,  p laces  for  worsh ip,  and  a l l  your  possessions as  dedicated th ings,  to  

be used for  God 's honour,  and  not  to  be a l ienated or  profaned.   

2.  Churches  are  societ ies employed  for  God,  pursuant  to  the true intent  and  meaning  of  

th is  dedicat ion .   

There are three th ings  ne cessary  to  the wel l -being o f  a  church ,  and which are most  

considerab le in  the  const itut ion of  i t .  Those are doctr ine,  worship,  and  d isc ip l ine.  Where 

the truths o f  Chr ist  are  professed  and taught,  the ord inances  o f  Chr ist  administered and  

observed ,  and  due care taken to put  the laws of  Chr ist  in  execut ion among a l l  who 

profess themselves h is  subjects,  and th is  under the conduct  and inspect ion of  a  gospel  

min ist ry ;  there i s  a  church .  And something answerable hereunto there must  be in  our  

fami l ies,  to  denomina te  them l i t t le churches.   

Masters  o f  famil ies,  who preside in  the other  a f fa i rs  o f  the house,  must  go before  thei r  

households  in  the th ings of  God.  They must  be  as prophets,  pr iests,  and k ings,  in  thei r  

own fami l ies ;  and as  such they  must  keep up  family  do ctr ine,  family  worship,  and  fami ly  

d isc ip l ine;  then i s  there  a  church in  the house,  and th is  i s  the  fami ly  re l ig ion that  I  a m 

persuading you to .   

(1 . )  Keep up  fami ly  doctr ine.  I t  i s  not  enough  that  you and yours are  bapt ized  in to the 

Chr ist ian fa ith,  and p rofess to  own the truth  as  i t  i s  in  Jesus,  but  care  must  be  taken,  and  

means used,  that  you  and yours  be wel l  acqua inted  with  that  t ruth,  and that  you grow in  

that  acquaintance,  to  the honour o f  Chr ist  and h is  holy  rel ig ion ,  and the improvement of  

your own minds,  and  thei rs  who are under your  charge.  You must  dea l  wi th  your  fami l ies  

as men of  knowledge ,  (1  Pet .  i i i .  7 . )  that  i s ,  as men who des ire to  grow in  knowledge 

yourselves,  and to communicate  your knowledge for  the benefi t  o f  others,  which  are the 

two good propert ies o f  those who deserve to  be cal led men of  knowledge .   

That  you  may keep  up family  doctr ine,  [1 . ]  You  must  read the Scr iptures to  your famil ies ,  

in  a  solemn manner,  requir ing thei r  attendance on your read ing ,  and thei r  attent ion to i t ;  
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and inquir ing somet imes whether they  understand what  you  read.  I  hope you are none of  

you without  Bib les in  your houses,  s tore  o f  Bib les,  every  one a  B ib le.  Thanks  be to  God,  

we have them cheap and common in  a  language that  we understand.  The book of  the law 

is  not  such a  rar i ty  wi th  us  as i t  was in  Jos iah 's  t ime.  We need not  fetch th is  knowledge 

from afar ,  nor  send from sea to  sea,  and from the r iver  to  the ends o f  the  earth ,  to  seek  

the word  of  God;  no,  the Word i s  n igh  us.  When  popery  reigned in  our  land,  En gl i sh  

Bib les  were scarce th ings;  a  load  of  hay ( i t  i s  sa id)  was once g iven for  one torn leaf  o f  a  

Bib le.  But  now Bib les  are every  one's  money .  You know where to  buy  them ;  or  i f  not  ab le  

to  do  that ,  perhaps in  th is  char itab le c ity  you may  know where to  beg  them. I t  is  better  

to  be without  bread in  your houses than without  B ib les,  for  the words o f  God's  mouth  

are  and should  be to  you more than your necessary  food .   

But  what  wi l l  i t  avai l  you to have B ib les in  your  houses,  i f  you do not  use them ? to have 

the great  th ings o f  God 's law and gospel  wri tten to you,  i f  you count  them as a  strange  

th ing !  You look  dai ly  in to your  shop -books,  and perhaps converse much with  the news -

books,  and shal l  your Bib les  be  thrown  by as  an a lmanack out  o f  date ? I t  i s  not  now 

pena l  to  read  the Scr iptures in  your  fami l ies ,  as i t  was in  the dawning of  the day o f  

reformat ion f rom popery  when  there  were those who were accused and prosecuted  for  

reading in  a  certa in  great  heret ica l  book,  ca l led an Engl i sh  b ib le .  The Phi l i st ines do not  

now stop up these wel l s ,  (as Gen.  xxv i .  18 .)  nor  do  the shepherds dr ive away your f locks  

from them, (as  Exod .  i i .  17. )  nor  are they  as a  spr ing shut  up,  or  a  fountain  sealed ;  but  

the gi ft s  g iven to men  have been happi ly  employed in  ro l l ing away the  stone f rom the 

mouth of  these wel l s .  You have  great  encouragements to  read the Scr ipture;  for  

notwithstand ing  the mal ic ious  endeavours of  atheists  to  v i l i fy  sacred  th ings,  the  

knowledge of  the  Scr ip ture i s  st i l l  in  reputat ion with  a l l  wise and  good men.  You have  

a lso a  var iety  o f  excel lent  helps to  understand the Scr ipture,  and  to improve  your  

reading o f  i t ;  so  that  i f  you or  yours per ish  for  lack  o f  th is  knowledge,  as you certa in ly  

wi l l  i f  you pers i st  in  the neg lect  o f  i t ,  you may thank yourselves,  the gui l t  wi l l  l ie  whol ly  

at  your own doors .   

Let  me,  therefore,  with  a l l  earnestness press i t  upon you to make the solemn reading o f  

the Scr ip ture  a  part  o f  your da i ly  worship  in  your fami l ies.  When you  speak to  God  by  

prayer,  be wi l l ing to  hear  h im speak to  you in  h is  word ,  that  there may  be a  complete  

communion between you and God.  Th is  wi l l  add much to the solemnity  o f  your fami ly  

worship,  and wi l l  make the transact ion the more  awful  and ser ious,  i f  i t  be done in  a  

r ight  manner ;  wh ich  wi l l  conduce much to the honour  o f  God,  and  your own and  your 

fami ly 's  edi f icat ion .  I t  wi l l  help  to  make the word of  God famil iar  to  yourselves,  and  your  

chi ldren and servants,  that  you may be ready  and mighty  in  the Scr iptures,  and may 

thence be  thoroughly  furnished for  every  good  word and work.  I t  wi l l  l i kewise  furnishyou 
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with matter  and words  for  prayer,  and so  be help fu l  to  you  in  other  parts o f  the serv ice.  

I f  some parts of  Scr ipture  seem less  ed ify ing,  let  t hose be most  f requent ly  read that  are 

most  so.  David 's  Psalms are of  dai ly  u se in  devot ion ,  and So lomon's proverbs in  

conversat ion ;  i t  wi l l  be great ly  to  your advantage to be wel l  versed  in  them. And I  hope I  

need not  press any Christ ian  to  the study of  the New Testament ,  nor  any  Christ ian  

parents to  the f requent  inst ruct ing o f  thei r  ch i ldren  in  the p leasant  and  prof itab le 

h istor ies  o f  the Old  Testament.  When you only  hear  your chi ldren read the Bib le,  they 

are  tempted to  look upon it  as no  more than  a  schoo l -book ;  but  when  they hear  you read  

it  to  them in  a  solemn,  re l ig ious  manner,  i t  comes,  as i t  ought,  with  more authority .  

Those masters  o f  famil ies who make consc ience  of  do ing th is  dai ly ,  morning  and  even ing,  

reckon ing i t  part  o f  that  which the duty  o f  every  day requ ires,  I  am sure they have 

comfort  and sat i s fact ion  in  so do ing,  and f ind  i t  contr ibutes much to  thei r  own 

improvement in  Christ ian knowledge,  and the edif icat ion of  those who dwel l  under their  

shadow; and the more,  i f  those who are ministers expound,  themselves,  and other  

masters  o f  fami l ies  read  some p la in  and prof i table  exposit ion  o f  what  i s  read,  or  of  some 

part  o f  i t .   

I t  i s  easy  to  add  under th is  head,  that  the seasonable  read ing  o f  other  good books  wi l l  

contr ibute  very  much to fam ily  instruct ion.  In  helps  o f  th is  k ind we are as  happy  as any  

peop le under  the sun ,  i f  we have but  hearts  to  use the helps we have,  as those who must  

g ive an  account  short ly  of  them among other  ta lents wh ich  we are intrusted with.   

[2 . ]  You must  a lso catechise your  ch i ldren and servants,  so  long as they  cont inue in  that  

age of  l i fe which needs  th is  milk .  Obl ige them to learn some good catechism by heart ,  

and to keep it  in  remembrance ;  and by famil iar  d iscourse with  them help  them to  

understand  it ,  as  they  become capab le.  I t  i s  an excel lent  method  of  catechising,  which 

God himsel f  d irects  us  to,  (Deut .  vi .  7 . )  to  teach our chi ldren the th ings  o f  God,  by  

ta lk ing  o f  them as  we s i t  in  the  house,  and  go by the way,  when  we l ie down,  and  when  

we r i se up.  I t  i s  good to keep up stated t imes for  th is  se rvice,  and be constant  to  them,  

as those who know how industr ious the enemy i s  to  sow tares wh i le  men sleep .  I f  th is  

good  work  be not  kept  go ing  forward,  i t  wi l l  of  i t sel f  go  backward.  Wisdom also  wi l l  

d irect  you  to  manage your catechis ing,  as wel l  as the other  branches of  family  rel ig ion,  

so  as not  to  make it  a  task  and  burthen,  but  as much as  may  be a  p leasure  to  those under  

your charge,  that  the b lame may l ie  whol ly  u pon thei r  own impiety ,  and not  at  a l l  upon 

your imprudence,  i f  they should  say.  Beho ld what  a  wear iness  i s  i t !   

Th is  way of  instruct ion by catechis ing do es in  a  spec ia l  manner belong to the  "church in  

the house;"  for  that  i s  the  nursery  in  which the t rees  o f  r ighteousness are reared,  that  

afterwards are p lanted  in  the courts o f  our  God.  Publ ic  catech ising  wi l l  turn to  l i t t le  
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account  without  family  catech ising.  The labour of  ministers in  instruct ing youth,  and  

feed ing the lambs of  the f lock ,  therefore proves to  mum labour  in  vain ,  because masters  

of  famil ies  do not  do thei r  duty ,  in  preparing them for  pub l ic  instruct ion,  and  exam ining 

their  improvement by i t .  As mothers are ch i ldren's  best  nurses,  so  parents are,  or  should  

be,  their  best  teachers .  Solomon's  fa th er  wa s  h is  tutor,  (Prov.  iv.  3,  4. )  and he never  

forgot  the lessons h is  mother taught  h im,  Prov.  xxx i .  1.   

The bapt ism of  your chi ldren,  as i t  la id  a  strong and last ing obl igat ion  upon them to l ive  

in  the fear  o f  God,  so i t  brought  you under the most  powerful  engagements imaginab le  

to  br ing them up in  that  fear .  The ch i ld  you gave up to God to be ded icated to h im,  and 

admitt ed  a  member of  Chr ist ' s  vi s ib le church ,  was in  God's  name given back to  you,  with  

the same charge that  Pharaoh 's daughter  gave to Moses 's  mother,  Take th is  chi ld  and  

nurse  i t  fo r  me ;  and i s  nurs ing i t  for  God,  you  nurse  i t  for  better  preferment  than  that  o f  

being cal led the son of  Pharaoh 's daughter.  I t  i s  worth observ ing,  that  he  to  whom God 

f i r st  d id  the honour o f  enta i l ing the  seal  o f  the  covenant  upon h is  seed ,  was eminent  for  

th is  part  o f  fami ly  rel ig ion :  I  know Abraham,  ( says God, )  that  he  wi l l  command his  

chi ld ren and h is  I  household a fter h im to  keep the way o f  the Lord,  Gen .  xvi i i .  19.  Those,  

therefore,  who would have the  comfort  of  God's covenant  with  them and their  seed,  and  

would share in  that  b lessing o f  Abraham whi ch comes upon  the Gent i les,  must  herein  

fo l low the example o f  fa ith ful  Abraham. The entai l  o f  the  covenant  o f  grace i s  for fe ited  

and cut  o f f ,  i f  care be  not  taken,  with  i t ,  to  transmit  the means o f  grace.  To what  

purpose were they d isc ip led i f  they be not  taught? Why did  you g ive them a Chr ist ian  

name,  i f  you  wi l l  not  g ive them the knowledge of  Chr ist  and Christ ian ity? God has owned  

them as h is  ch i ldren,  and born unto h im,  (Ezek.  xv i .  20. )  and therefore  he expects that  

they shou ld  be brou ght  up for  h im; you  are un just  to  your God,  unk ind  to your  ch i ldren ,  

and unfai th ful  to  your  trust ,  i f ,  hav ing  by  bapt ism entered  your  chi ldren  in  Christ ' s  

schoo l ,  and en l i sted  them under h is  banner,  you do  not  make conscience of  tra in ing  

them up  in  the learning  of  Chr ist ' s  scholars,  and  under the d isc ip l ine o f  h is  sold iers.   

Cons ider  what  your ch i ldren are now capab le of,  even in  the days o f  thei r  ch i ldhood.  

They are capab le o f  receiving impressions now which  may  abide upon them whi le they  

l ive;  they are turned  as c lay  to  the  seal ,  and now is  the t ime to app ly  to  them the sea l  of  

the L iv ing God.  They are capab le  o f  honour ing  God  now,  i f  they be wel l  taught ;  and  by  

their  jo in ing,  as they can,  in  re l ig ious services  with  so much reverence and app l icat ion as  

their  age wi l l  admit ,  God is  honoured,  and you  in  them present  to  h im l iv ing sacr i f ices,  

holy  and acceptab le.  The  Hosannas  even of  ch i ldren  wel l  taught  wi l l  be  the  per fect ing o f  

praise,  and h igh ly  p leas ing to  the Lord  Jesus.   
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Consider  what  your ch i ldren are designed for  (we  hope) in  th is  wor ld ;  they must  be a  

seed to serve  the Lord,  wh ich sha l l  be  accounted to h im for  a  generat ion.  They are to  

bear  up the name of  Christ  in  thei r  day,  and into thei r  hands must  be transmit ted  that  

good  th ing  which i s  committed to us .  They are  to  b e prais ing God on earth,  when  we are  

prais ing  h im in  heaven.  Let  them then be brought  up accord ing ly ,  that  they may  answer  

the end of  thei r  b irth  and being.  They  are  designed for  the  service  o f  their  generat ion ,  

and to do-good in  thei r  day.  Consult  the  pub l ic  wel fare  then,  and  let  nothing  be want ing  

on your  parts to  qual i fy  them for  usefulness,  according as their  p lace and capac ity  i s .   

Cons ider  especia l ly  what  they are des igned for  in  another wor ld :  they are made for  

etern ity .  Every  ch i ld  thou hast  has  a  prec ious and immorta l  soul ,  that  must  be for  ever  

ei ther  in  heaven or  hel l ,  accord ing as i t  i s  p repared in  th is  present  state ;  and,  perhaps,  i t  

must  remove to that  world  o f  sp i r i t s  very  short ly :  and wi l l  i t  not  be  very  mournfu l ,  i f  

through your carelessnes s and neglect ,  your chi ldren  should  learn the ways o f  s in ,  and  

per ish  eternal ly  in  those ways ? Give  them warning,  that ,  i f  poss ib le,  you may del iver  

their  souls,  at  least ,  that  you may  del iver  your own,  and  may  not  br ing their  curse and 

God 's too,  their  b lood and your own too,  upon your beads.   

I  know you  cannot  give grace to  your  chi ldren,  nor  i s  a  rel ig ious  conversat ion  the 

constant  consequent  o f  a  rel ig ious  educat ion ;  The race is  not  a lways to  the swi ft ,  nor the  

batt le  to  the  st rong :  but  i f  you  make cons cience of  do ing your duty,  by  keep ing up  fami ly  

doctr ine ;  i f  you teach them the good and the r ight  way,  and warn them of by -paths ;  i f  

you reprove,  exhort ,  and encourage them as there i s  occasion ;  i f  you pray with  them, and 

for  them, and set  them a good exa mple,  and at  last  consult  their  sou l ' s  welfare in  the 

d isposa l  of  them, you have done your part ,  and may comfortably  leave the i ssue and  

success with  God.   

(2 . )  Keep up  family  worsh ip.  You must  not  only  as  prophets teach your famil ies,  but  as  

pr iests must  go before  them, in  of fer ing  the sp ir i tual  sacr i f ices  o f  prayer  and pra ise .  

Here in  l ikewise  you must  tread  in  the steps o f  fa ith ful  Abraham ; (whose sons you  are  

whi le thus you do dwel l ; )  you must  not  only  l i ke h im instruct  your household,  but  l ike  

h im you must  with  them ca l l  on  the name of  the  Lord,  the ever last ing  God,  Gen.  xx i .  33.  

Wherever he p itched his  tent ,  there he bu i lt  an  a ltar  unto the Lord,  (Gen.  x i i .  7 ,  8 ;  x i i i .  4 ,  

18 .)  though he was yet  in  an unsett led state,  but  a  stranger  and a  sojourner ;  though he 

was among jea lous and envious neighbours,  for  the Canaani te and the Per izz ite dwel led 

then in  the land,  yet ,  wherever  Abraham had a  tent  God had an a ltar  in  i t ,  and he h imsel f  

served at  that  a ltar .  Herein  he has left  us an example.   

Fami l ies,  as such ,  have many errands  at  the throne of  grace,  which furn ish  them with  

matter  and occasion for  family  prayer  every  day ;  errands which cannot  be done so wel l  
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in  secret ,  or  publ ic ,  but  are f i t test  to  be done by the family ,  in  consort ,  and  apart  from 

other famil ies .  And it  is  good for  those who go  before the rest  in  family  devot ions,  

ordinar i ly  to  dwel l  most  upon  the concerns  o f  those who jo in  in  thei r  fami ly  capaci ty ,  

that  i t  may  be indeed  a  family  prayer,  not  only  o f fered up  in  and by the fami ly ,  but  

su ited to i t .  In  th is  and  other  serv ices we shou ld  endeavour not  only  to  say  someth ing,  

but  something to  the purpose.   

F ive th ings especia l ly  you shou ld  have u pon your  heart  in  your  family  prayer,  and should  

endeavour  to  br ing  someth ing o f  each ,  more or  less,  into e very  prayer  with  your fami l ies.   

[1 . ]  You ought  to  make family  acknowledgments  o f  your  dependence upon God and h is  

providence,  as you are a  family .  Our great  bus iness in  a l l  acts  o f  re l ig ious worsh ip,  i s  to  

g ive unto the Lord the  glory  due unto h is  name ;  and th is  we must  do in  our  fami ly  

worship .  Give  honour  to  God  as  the  founder  o f  famil ies  by  h is  ordinance,  because  " i t  was  

not  good for  man to be a lone ;"  as the founder  of  your fami l ies by  h is  providence,  for  h e  

i t  i s  "who bu i ldeth the house,  and setteth the sol i tary  in  fami l ies. "  Give honour to  h im as  

the Owner and Ruler  o f  famil ies ;  acknowledge that  you and yours are  h is,  under h i s  

government,  and at  h is  d isposal ,  "as the sheep of  h is  pasture. "  Especia l ly  adore h im as  

the  "God of  a l l  the fami l ies  o f  I sra el , "  in  covenant  re lat ion  to  them,  and  having  a  

part icu lar  concern  for  them above others,  Jer .  xxx i .  1 .  G ive  honour  to  the great  

Redeemer  as the head  of  a l l  the churches,  even  those in  your houses ;  ca l l  h im the Master  

of  the  family ,  and the great  upholder  and  benefactor  o f  i t ;  for  he i t  i s  in  whom a l l  the 

fami l ies  o f  the  earth  are b lessed ,  Gen.  x i i .  3 .  Al l  fami ly  b lessings  are owing  to  Christ ,  and  

come to us through his  hand by h is  b lood.  Own your dependence upon  God,  and your  

obl igat ions to  Chr ist ,  for  a l l  good th ings perta in ing both to  l i fe and godl iness;  and  make 

consc ience of  paying  homage to your  ch ief  Lord ,  and  never set  up  a  t i t le  to  any  o f  your  

enjoyments  in  compet it ion with  h is.   

[2 . ]  You ought  to  make fami ly  confess ions of  your  s ins aga inst  God ;  those s ins you have 

contracted the gui l t  o f  in  your family  capaci ty .  We read in  Scr ipture  o f  the in iquity  o f  the 

house ,  as  o f  E l i ' s ,  1  Sam.  i i i .  13 ,  14 .  In iqu ity  vi s i ted  upon  the ch i ldren ;  s ins  that  br ing  

wrath upon famil ies,  and a  curse that  enters  into  the house to  consume it ,  with  the 

t imber  thereof,  and the stones  thereof,  Zech.  v .  4.  How sad  i s  the condit ion of  those 

fami l ies  who s in  together ,  and  never pray  together!  who,  by  concurr ing  in  f rauds,  

quarre ls ,  and excesses,  by  strengthen ing  one  another 's  hands in  impiety  and  profaneness,  

f i l l  the  measure o f  family  gui l t ,  and never agree together  to  do any  th ink to  empty i t !   

And even rel ig ious famil ies,  that  are not  pol luted  with  gross and scandalous s ins,  yet  

have need to jo in  every  day in  so lemn acts  an d  express ions  o f  repentance  before  God  for  

their  s ins  o f  dai ly  in f i rmity .  Thei r  vain  words  and  unprof itable conversat ion  among 
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themselves ;  their  man ifold  defects in  relat ive  dut ies,  provoking one another 's  lusts and  

pass ions,  instead of  provok ing one anoth er  to  love and  to  good  works:  these ought  to  be 

confessed  and  bewai led  by the fami ly  together,  that  God  may  be glor i f ied,  and  what  has  

been amiss may  be amended for  the future.  I t  was  not  on ly  in  a  t ime of  great  and  

ext raordinary  repentance that  fami l ies  mourned apart ,  (Zech.  x i i .  11. )  but  in  the stated  

returns  o f  the  day  o f  expiat ion  the pr iest  was  part icu lar ly  to  make atonement for  h is  

household,  Lev.  xv i .  17 .  In  many th ings we,  a l l ,  o ffend  God,  and  one another ;  and a  

pen itent  confess ion of  i t  in  prayer  together,  wi l l  be the most  ef fectual  way of  reconci l ing  

ourselves both to  God,  and to one another .  T h e best  famil ies ,  and those in  which p iety  

and love preva i l  most ,  yet  in  many th ings come short ,  and do enough every  day to  br ing  

them upon their  knees at  n ight .   

[3 . ]  You ought  to  o ffer  up family  thanksgiv ings for  the b less ings wh ich you,  with  your  

fami l ies,  rece ive  f rom G od.  Many are the mercies wh ich  Y ou en joy  the sweetness  and  

benefit  o f  in  common ; which,  i f  want ing to  one,  a l l  the family  wou ld be sens ib l e o f  i t .  

Has  not  God made a  hedge of  protect ion about  you and your houses,  and a l l  that  you  

have!  Job  i .  10.  Has he not  created  a  defence upon every  "dwel l ing p lace " o f  Mount  Z ion,  

as wel l  as  upon her  assembl ies? I sa.  i v.  5.  The dreadful  a larms of  a  storm,  and the 

deso lat ions made,  as  by  a  f i re,  once in  an age,  should  make us  sensib le  of  our  ob l igat ions  

to  the Div ine Providence for  our  preservat ion from tempests and f ire every  day and  

every  n ight .  I t  is  o f  the Lord's  merc ies that  we are not  con sumed ,  and buried in  the ru ins  

of  our  houses.  When the whole family  comes together sa fe in  the morning from their  

respect ive  ret i rements,  and when  they return sa fe  at  n ight  f rom their  respect ive  

employments,  there having  been  no  d isaster,  no  "adversary, "  no  ev i l  occurrence,  —  i t  i s  

so  reasonable,  and (as  I  may  say)  so  natura l ,  for  them to jo in  together  in  solemn 

thanksg ivings to  their  great  Protector,  that  I  wonder how any who bel ieve in  a  God,  and 

a  providence,  can omit  i t .  Have you not  hea lth  in  your family ,  s ickness kept  or  taken 

from the midst  o f  you? Does not  God br ing p lent i fu l ly  into your hands,  and increase your  

substance? Have you not  your tab le spread ,  and your cup runn ing over ,  and manna  

ra ined about  your  tents ? and does not  the whole family  share in  the comfo rt  o f  a l l  th is?  

Shal l  not  then  the vo ice  o f  thanksg iving be in  those tabernacles where the vo ice o f  

rejo ic ing i s ? Ps.  cxv i i i .  15 .  I s  the v ine by  the house -side  fru i t fu l  and  f lour ish ing ,  and the 

ol ive p lants round the table green and growing? Are fami ly  re l at ions  comfortable and  

agreeab le ,  not  broken nor imbittered,  and shal l  not  that  God be acknowledged here in  

who makes every  creature to  be that  to  us that  i t  i s? Sha l l  not  the God of  your mercies,  

your fami ly  mercies,  be the God of  your praises,  your family  pra ises,  and that  dai ly ?  

The benef it  and honour of  your being Christ ian fami l ies,  your having in  God 's house,  and 

with in  h is  wa l l s ,  a  p lace and a  name bel ter  than that  o f  sons  and  daughters ,  and the 
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sa lvat ion th is  br ings to  your house,  furn ishes you  with  abundant  matter  for  jo int  

thanksg ivings.  You  hath  he known above  a l l  the  fami l ies  of  the  earth ,  and,  therefore,  h e  

expects in  a  spec ia l  manner  to  be owned  by you.  Of a l l  houses,  the house of  I srael ,  the  

house of  Aaron,  and the house  of  Levi ,  have most  reason to b less the Lord,  and to  say,  

His  mercy endureth  for ever .   

[4 . ]  You ought  to  present  your family  pet it ions  for  the mercy and grace which your  

fami l ies stand  in  need of.  Dai ly  bread i s  received by fami l ies together,  and we are taught  

not  on ly  to  pray for  i t  every  day,  but  to  pray together for  i t ,  say ing,  Our father ,  g ive i t  us .  

There are a f fa irs  and employments  wh ich  the family  i s  jo in t ly  concerned in  the  success o f,  

and,  therefore,  shou ld  jo int ly  ask  o f  God wisdom for  the management of  them, and  

prosperi ty  there in.  There are fami ly  cares to  be cast  upon  God by prayer ,  family  comforts  

to  be sought  for ,  and fami ly  crosses  which they should  together  beg  for  the  

sanct i f icat ion and remova l  o f .  Hereby your  ch i ldren wi l l  be more ef fectua l ly  possessed  

with  a  bel ief  o f ,  and regard  to,  the D ivine Providence,  than  by a l l  the instruct ions  you  

can g ive them; which wi l l  look best  in  thei r  eye,  when thus reduced to pract ice  by  your  

dai ly  acknowledging God in  a l l  your  ways.   

You desi re that  God wi l l  g ive wisdom and grace to  your chi ldren,  you travai l  in  b i r th  

again  t i l l  you  see  Christ  fo rmed in  them ,  you  pray  for  them ; i t  i s  wel l ,  but  i t  i s  not  

enough ;  you  must  pray  with  them; let  them hear you  pray  to  God for  a  b less ing  upon  the 

good instruct ions and counsels  you give them; i t  may perhaps put  them upon pray ing for  

themselves,  and increase thei r  esteem both of  you,  and of  the  good lessons  you teach  

them.  You  would  have your servants  d i l igent  and fa ithfu l ,  and  th is  perhaps  would help  to  

make them so.  Masters  do not  g ive  to  thei r  servants that  wh ich  i s  just  and  equa l ,  i f  they  

do not  cont inue in  prayer  with  them.  They are  put  together,  Co l .  i v.  1,  2.   

There are some temptat ions which fami l ies,  as  such,  l ie  open to.  Busy fami l ies are in  

temptat ion  to  wor ld l iness,  and  neg lect  o f  re l ig ious  dut ies ;  mixed fami l ies are  in  

temptat ion to d iscord,  and mutual  jea lousies ;  decay ing fami l ies are  in  temptat ion to  

d istrust ,  d i scontent,  and indirect  courses to  help  themselves;  they should  therefore not  

only  watch,  but  pray  together,  that  they be not  overcome by the  temptat ions they  are  

exposed  to .   

There are fami ly  b less ings  which God  has promised,  and for  which he wi l l  be sought  unto,  

such as  those on the house of  Obed -edom fo r  the ark 's  sake ;  o r  the mercy which St .  Pau l  

begs  for  the house of  Onesiphorus,  2  T im.  i .  16 .  These jo int  b less ings  must  be  sued out  

by  jo int  prayers .  There  is  a  specia l  b lessing which God commands upon famil ies that  

dwel l  together in  un ity ,  (Ps .  cxxxi i i .  1 ,  3. )  which  they must  seek  for  by  prayer ,  and  come 

together  to  seek for  i t ,  in  token of  that  unity  wh ich qual i f ies  for  i t .  Where God  
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commands the b less ing,  we must  beg the b lessing.  God by promise b lesses David 's  house,  

and,  therefore,  David  by  prayer  b lesses  i t  too,  2  Sam. v i .  20 .   

[5 . ]  You ought  to  make fami l y  intercessions for  others  a l so.  There  are  fami l ies  you  stand  

re lated to,  or  which by neighbourhood,  fr iendsh ip,  or  acquaintance,  you become 

interested in  and  concerned  for ;  and  these you shou ld  recommend in  your prayers to  the 

grace of  God,  and your fami l y  that  are jo ined with  you  in  the a l l iances should  jo in  with  

you in  those prayers.  Evi l  t id ings  perhaps are received  from relat ions  at  a  d istance,  

which are the gr ief  of  the fami ly ;  God must  then be sought  unto by the family  for  

succour and del iverance.  So me of  the branches of  the fami ly  are,  perhaps,  in  d istant  

countr ies,  and in  dangerous c ircumstances,  and  you are sol ic itous about  them ; i t  wi l l  be  

a  comfort  to  yourse lves,  and  perhaps  o f  advantage to  them, to  make ment ion  of  them 

dai ly  in  your  fami ly  praye rs .  The benefit  o f  prayer  wi l l  reach  far ,  because he who hears  

prayer  can extend his  hand of  power and mercy to  the utmost  corners  of  the earth,  and  

to them that  are  a far  o f f  upon the sea.   

In  the publ ic  peace l ikewise we and our famil ies have peace ;  and therefore,  i f  we forget  

thee,  О  Jerusalem,  we are  unworthy ever  to  stand in  thy  courts,  or  dwel l  with in  thy  wa l l s .  

Our famil ies  shou ld  be witnesses  for  us  that  we pray dai ly  for  the  land of  our  nat iv ity ,  

and the prosperi ty  of  a l l  i t s  interests ;  that  pray ing  every  where we make suppl icat ion for  

the Queen,  and  a l l  in  author ity ,  1  T im.  i i .  2 ,  8.  That  we bear  upon our hearts the  

concerns o f  God 's church abroad,  espec ia l ly  the su f fer ing parts o f  i t .  Thus keep ing  up a  

sp ir i tual  communion with  a l l  the famil ies that  in  every  p lace ca l l  on the name of  the Lord 

Jesus.   

In  a  word,  let  us  go by th is  ru le  in  our  family  devot ions ;  whatever  i s  the  matter  o f  our  

care,  let  i t  be the matter  o f  our  prayer;  and let  us a l low no care which we cannot  in  fa ith  

spread before God.  And  whatever  i s  the matter  of  our  rejo ic ing ,  let  i t  be the matter  o f  

our  thanksgiv ing;  and let  us withho ld  our  hearts  f rom al l  those joys  which do not  d ispose 

us for  the duty  o f  praise .   

Under th is  head of  fami ly  worsh ip,  I  must  not  omit  to  recommend to  you t he s inging of  

psa lms in  your  famil ies,  as a  part  o f  dai ly  worship,  especia l ly  sabbath worship .  Th is  i s  a  

part  of  rel ig ious worship,  which part ic ipates both of  the word and prayer ;  for  there in  we 

are  not  only  to  give glory  to  God,  but  to  teach  and admonish  one another ;  i t  i s ,  therefore,  

very  proper to  make it  a  trans it ion f rom the one to the other.  I t  wi l l  warm and quicken  

you,  refresh and  comfort  you ;  and ,  perhaps,  i f  you have l i t t le ch i ldren in  your houses,  

they wi l l  sooner take not ice  o f  i t  than of  any other  part  of  your  fami ly  devot ion ;  and  

some good  impress ions may thereby be fastened upon them insensib ly .  
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(3 . )  Keep  up family  d isc ip l ine,  that  so  yo u  may have a  complete  church in  your  h ouse,  

though  in  l i t t le.  Reason  teaches us that  every  man should  bear  ru le in  h is  own house,  

Esth .  i .  22.  And since  that  as wel l  as other  power i s  o f  God,  i t  ought  to  he  employed for  

God ;  and they who so ru le must  be  just ,  ru l ing in  h is  fear.  Joshua looked further  than  the 

acts o f  rel ig ious worship,  when he made that  p ious reso lut ion,  As for  me and my house  

we wi l l  serve the Lord ,  Josh .  xx iv .  16.  For  we do not  serve  h im in  s incer i ty  and truth,  

(which i s  the serv ice he  th ere  speaks o f,  v .  14. )  i f  we and ours serve h im on ly  on  our  

knees,  and do not  take care to  serve h im in  a l l  the instances o f  a  re l ig ious conversat ion.  

Those on ly  who have c lean hands,  and a  pure  heart ,  are  accounted the generat ion of  

them that  seek God,  Ps .  xx iv .  4,  6.  And without  th is  those who pretend  to seek God dai ly ,  

do but  mock h im,  Isa.  l v i i i .  2 .   

The author ity  God has given you over  your chi ldren  and servants i s  p r inc ipal ly  designed  

for  th is  end,  that  you .may  thereby  engage them for  God and  god l iness .  I f  you use  i t  on ly  

to  obl ige them to do  your wi l l ,  and so to  serve your pr ide ;  and to do your  business,  and 

so to  serve your wor ld l iness ;  you do not  answer the great  end of  your being invested  

with  i t ;  you must  use i t  for  God 's honour,  by  i t  to  engage  them, as far  as you can,  to  do  

the wi l l  o f  God,  and  mind the bus iness  o f  rel ig ion .  Holy  David  not  on ly  b lessed  h is  

household,  but  took care to  keep  good order  in  i t ,  as appears  by  that  p lan of  h is  fami ly  

d isc ip l ine,  which  we have in  the 101st  Psa lm,  a  psal m which Mr.  Fox te l l s  us  that  b lessed  

martyr  B ishop  R id ley  o ften  read  to  h is  family ,  as the ru le  by  which he resolved  to  govern  

i t .   

You are made keepers o f  the vineyard,  be fa ith ful  to  your t rust ,  and careful ly  watch over  

those  who are  under your charge,  knowing  you must  g ive  account.   

[1 . ]  Countenance every  th ing that  i s  good and  pra ise-worthy  in  your chi ldren and  

servants.  I t  i s  as much your duty  to  commend and encourage those  in  your fami ly  who do  

wel l ,  as to  reprove and  admonish  those who do amiss;  and  i f  you take del ight  only  in  

b laming that  wh ich i s  cu lpab le,  and are  backward to praise that  wh ich is  laudab le,  you  

give occasion to  suspect  something o f  an i l l  nature,  not  becoming  a  good man,  much less  

a  good Christ ian .  I t  should  be a  trouble to  us when  we have a  reproof  to  g ive,  but  a  

p leasure to  us to  say,  with  the apost le ,  (1  Cor.  x i .  2. )  Now I  p ra ise  yo u .   

Most  peop le wi l l  be easier  led than dr iven,  and we  a l l  love to  be spoken fa ir  to:  when  

you see any th ing  that  i s  hopefu l  and promis ing  in  your in fe r iors,  any  th ing of  a  towardly  

and tractable d ispos it ion,  much  more any th ing  of  a  p ious af fect ion to the th ings of  God,  

you shou ld  contr ive to  encourage i t .  Smile  upon them when you  see them set  their  faces 

heavenwards,  and take the f ir st  opportunity  to  l et  them know you  observe i t ,  and are  

wel l  p leased  with  i t ,  and do not  desp ise  the day of  smal l  th ings.  Th is  wi l l  quicken them  



Pag e 1 5  o f  29  
 

to  cont inue and abound in  that  wh ich i s  good,  i t  wi l l  hearten them aga inst  the  

d if f icu lt ies they see in  their  way ;  and,  perhaps,  m ay turn the waver ing,  t rembling sca le  

the r ight  way,  and ef fectua l ly  determine their  resolut ions  to  c leave to the Lord.  When  

you see them forward  to come to  family  worship,  attent ive to  the word ,  devout  in  prayer,  

industr ious  to  get  knowledge,  afra id  o f  s i n ,  and carefu l  to  do their  duty,  let  them have 

the pra ise o f  i t ,  for  you have the comfort  o f  i t ,  and  God  most  have a l l  the glory.  Draw 

them with  the cords of  a  man,  ho ld  them with  the bands  o f  love ;  so  shal l  your rebukes,  

when they are  necessary,  be the more acceptable and ef fectual .  The great  Shepherd  

gathers  the lambs in  h is  arms,  and  carr ies them in  h is  bosom, and gent ly  leads  them ; and  

so should  you.   

[2 . ]  D iscountenance every  th ing that  i s  evi l  in  your ch i ldren and servants.  Use your  

author ity  for  the prevent ing o f  s in ,  and  the suppress ing  o f  every  root  o f  b itterness,  lest  

i t  spr ing up,  and trouble you,  and thereby many be def i led .  Frown upon ever y  th ing that  

br ings s in  into your  fami l ies,  and  in troduces  any i l l  words,  or  i l l  pract ices.  Pr ide  and  

pass ion,  str i fe  and  content ion,  id leness  and  intemperance,  ly ing  and  s lander ing,  these 

are s ins which you must  not  conn ive at ,  nor  su f fer  to  go without  I  rebuke.  I f  you return  

to  the A lmighty,  th is  amon g:  other  th ings is  required of  you ,  that  you put  away in iquity ,  

a l l  in iqui ty ,  these and  other  the l ike  in iq ui t ies ,  far  f rom your  tabernacle ,  Job xx i i .  23 .  

Make it  to  appear,  that  in  the government o f  your  fami l ies you are more jea lous for  

God 's honour,  than for  jour  own authority  and interest ;  and show yourse lves more 

d ispleased at  that  wh ich i s  an  o ffence to God,  than at  that  wh ich  i s  only  an a f front  or  

damage to yourse lves.   

You  must  indeed be careful  not  to  provoke your chi ldren  to  wrath,  lest  they be 

d iscouraged;  and as to  your servants,  i t  i s  your duty  to  "forbear,  or  moderate,  

threatening: "  yet  you must  a l so,  with  holy  zea l  and resolut ion,  and the meekness o f  

wisdom, keep good order in  your famil ies,  and set  no wicked th ing before  thei r  eyes ,  but  

witness  aga inst  i t .  A l i t t le  leaven leaveneth the who le  lump .  Be a fra id  of  having wicked  

servants in  your houses,  lest  your chi ldren learn  their  way,  and get  a  snare to  th ei r  sou ls.  

Dr ive  away with  an angry  countenance a l l  that  ev i l  communicat ion which  corrupt  go od  

manners,  that  your houses may be hab itat ions of  r ighteousness,  and s in  may never f ind 

shel ter  in  them.  

I  come now,  I I .  To o f fer  some mot ives  to  persuade you thus to  turn your famil ies into 

l i t t le churches.  And О that  I  could  f ind out  acceptable words,  »l ib  which to  reason with  

you,  so as to  preva i l !  Suffer  me a l i t t le ,  and I  wi l l  show yo u  what i s  to  be sa id  on  God 's  

behal f ,  wh ich  i s  worth your considerat ion.   
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1.  I f  your  famil ies be  l i t t le churches,  God wi l l  come to  you,  and  dwel l  wi th  you in  them ;  

for  h e has sa id  concern ing the church,  Th is  i s  my rest  for ever,  here wil l l  I  dwel l .  I t  i s  a  

very  desi rab le th ing to  have  the gracious presence of  God with  us in  our  famil ies,  that  

presence which is  promised where two or  three  are  gathered together  in  h is  name.  Th is  

was i t  that  David  was so des irous  o f,  (Ps.  c i .  2. )  О when  wilt  thou  come unto me !  H i s  

palace,  h is  court ,  would  be as a  pr i son,  as a  dungeon to h im,  i f  God d id  not  come to  h im,  

and dwel l  with  h im in  i t ;  and cannot  your  hearts  wi tness  to  th is  des i re,  yo u  who have 

houses of  your  own,  would you  not  have G od come to you ,  and  dwel l  wi th  you  in  them!  

Inv ite h im,  then,  beg h is  presence,  court  h is  stay.  Nay,  he invi tes h imsel f  to  your houses  

by  the offers o f  h  i s  favour and  grace ;  Beho ld,  he stands  at  the  door  and knocks :  i t  i s  the 

vo ice of  your beloved,  open to h im,  and b id  h im welcome: meet  h im with  your  "Hosannas,  

b lessed i s  he that  cometh. "  He comes peaceab ly ,  he br ings a  b lessing with  h im.  a  

b less ing which he wi l l  cause to  rest  upon the habitat ions  of  the r ighteous,  Ezek.  x l iv .  30.  

He wi l l  command a  b lessing,  which shal l  amount to  no  less  than  l i fe  fo r  evermore ,  Ps.  

cxxxi i i .  3 .  This  presence  and bless ing o f  God wi l l  make your re lat ions comfortab le,  your  

af fa irs  successfu l ,  your enjoyments  sweet ;  and behold,  by  i t  a l l  th ings are made c lean  to 

you.  This  wi l l  make your family  comforts doub le  comforts,  and your family  crosses but  

hal f  crosses ;  i t  wi l l  turn a  tent  into a  temple,  a  cottage in to a  pa lace.  Beauti fu l  fo r  

s i tuat ion,  the joy o f  the who le  earth ,  a re  the houses in  which God  dwel l s.   

Now the way to have God's presence with  you in  your houses,  i s  to  furnish  them for  h is  

enterta inment.  Thus  the good Shunammite in v ited  the prophet  E l i sha  lo  the chamber she 

had prepared  for  h im,  by  accommodat ing  h im there  with  a  bed and  a  table,  a  stool  and  a  

cand lest ick,  2  K ings  iv .  10 .  Would you furnish  your houses for  the  presence of  God,  i t  i s  

not  expected that  you furn ish  them as h is  tabernac le was  of  o ld  furn ished ,  with  b lue,  

and purple,  and  scar let ,  and  f ine l inen,  but  s et  up and  keep up for  h im a  throne and  an 

a ltar ,  that  f rom the a l tar  you and  yours may  g ive  g lory  to  h im,  and  f rom the throne he  

may give law to  you and yours ;  and then you may  be sure o f  h is  presence and b less ing ,  

and may solace  yourse lves f rom day to  day  in  the comfort  o f  i t .  God  wi l l  be with  you in  a  

way  of  mercy  whi le  you are  with  h im in  a  way of  duty ;  I f  you seek h im he wi l l  be  found o f  

you .  The secret  o f  God shal l  be in  your  tabernac le,  as i t  was in  Job 's,  (ch.  xx ix .  4. )  as i t  i s  

wi th  the r ighteous,  P s.  xxv.  14.  Prov.  i i i .  32,  33.   

2.  I f  you make your  houses l i t t le  churches,  God  wi l l  make them l i t t le  sanctuar ies ;  nay,  he  

wi l l  h imsel f  be to  you as a  l i t t le sanctuary,  Ezek .  x i .  16.  The  way  to  be safe in  your  

houses,  i s  to  keep up rel ig ion and the fear  o f  God in  your houses;  so  sha l l  you dwel l  on 

h igh,  and the p lace o f  your defence shal l  l ie  the  munit ion o f  rocks ,  I sa .  xxx i i i .  1 6 .  The law  

looks upon a  man's house as h is  cast le,  re l ig ion makes i t  t ru ly  so.  I f  God 's grace be the  

"g lory  in  the midst "  o f  the h ouse,  h is  providence wi l l  make a  wal l  o f  ( i re round about  i t ,  
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I sa .  i i .  5 .  Satan found it  to  h is  confus ion,  that  God made a  hedge about  p ious Job,  about  

h is  house,  and about  a l l  that  h e had on every  s ide,  so  that  he cou ld  not  f ind one gap by  

which to  break in  upon him,  Job  i .  10 .  Every  dwel l ing p lace o f  mount S ion sha l l  be  

protected as the tabernacle was in  the wi lderness,  for  God has promised to create upon  

it  a  c loud and smoke by  day,  and the shin ing  o f  a  f laming  f ire  by  n ight ,  wh ich sha l l  be  a  

defence upon a l l  the g lory,  I sa.  i v.  5.  I f  we thus dwel l  in  the house of  the Lord a l l  the  

days  o f  our  l i fe,  by  mak ing  our houses h is  houses,  we sha l l  be h id  in  h is  pavi l ion,  in  the 

secret  o f  h is  tabernacle sha l l  he h ide us,  Ps.  xxv i i .  4 ,  5 .   

Wherever  we encamp,  under  the banner o f  Chr ist ,  the angels  of  God wi l l  encamp round  

about  us ,  and  p i tch  their  tents where we pitch  ours ;  and we l i t t le th ink how much  we 

owe to the min istrat ion of  the good angels,  that  we and ours are preserved from the 

mal ice  o f  ev i l  angels,  who a re  cont inua l ly  seek ing to  do misch ief  to  good peop le.  There 

are terrors that  f ly  by  n ight  and by day,  wh ich they only  who abide under the shadow of  

the  A lmighty  can  promise themselves  to  be sa fe from,  Ps .  xc i .  1,5.  Would you insure  your 

houses  by  the best  pol icy  of  insurance,  turn  them into  churches,  and  then  they  shal l  be  

taken under  the specia l  p rotect ion of  h im who keeps I srae l ,  and  nei ther  s lumbers  nor  

s leeps ;  and  i f  any  damage come to them, i t  sha l l  be made up  in  grace and g lory.  The way  

of  duty  i s  without  doubt  the way of  sa fety .   

Pray ing famil ies  are kept  f rom more mischiefs  than they themselves  are  aware of .  They 

are  not  a lways sens ib le  of  the d ist inct ion w hich a  k ind Providence makes between them 

and others;  though  God i s  p leased  sometimes to  make it  remarkable ,  as in  the story  

which i s  c redib ly  related of  a  certa in  vi l lage  in  the Canton of  Bern in  Switzer land,  

consist ing o f  n inety  houses,  which in  the year  1584,  were a l l  destroyed by an earthquake,  

except  one house,  in  which the good man and his  family  were at  that  t ime together  

praying.  That  promise i s  sure to  a l l  the seed of  fa ith fu l  Abraham.  Fear not ,  I  am thy  

shie ld ,  Gen .  xv.  1.  Wisdom herse l f  has past  her  word for  i t ,  (Prov.  i .  33 .)  Who so  

hearkeneth to  me ,  wherever  he dwel l s ,  he sha l l  dwel l  safe ly,  and shal l  be  quiet  f rom  a l l  

rea l  ev i l  i t sel f ,  and from the amaz ing ,  torment ing  fear  o f  evi l .  Nothing  can hurt ,  noth ing  

needs fr ighten ,  those whom God protect s.   

3.  I f  you  have not  a  church  in  your house,  i t  i s  to  be  feared that  Satan wi l l  have a  seat  

there.  I f  re l ig ion do not  ru le  in  your  fami l ies,  s in  and wickedness  wi l l  ru le  there.  I  know 

where thou dwel lest ,  ( says  Chr ist  to  the angel  of  the church of  Pergam os,  Rev.  i i .  13 .)  

even where Satan's  seat  is ;  that  was h is  af f l i ct ion :  but  there are many whose sin  i t  i s ;  by  

their  i rre l ig ion and immoral ity  they a l low Satan a  seat  in  thei r  houses,  and that  seat  a  

throne.  They are very  wi l l ing that  the strong man armed should  keep his  pa lace there,  

and that  h is  goods  shou ld  be at  peace ;  and  the surest  way  to  prevent  th is,  i s  by  sett ing  
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up a  church in  the house.  I t  i s  commonly  sa id,  that  where  God has  a  church,  the devi l  wi l l  

have h is  chapel :  but  i t  may more t ru ly  be sa id  in  th is  case,  where God  has not  a  church,  

the devi l  wi l l  have h is  chapel .  I f  the unclean spir i t  f ind the house in  th is  sense empty,  

empty  o f  good,  though  it  be  swept and garn ished,  he tal ieth to  h imse lf  seven  other  

spi r i t s  more  wicked  than  himse lf ,  an d they enter in  and  dwel l  there .   

Terr ib le  stor ies have been told  o f  houses haunted  by  the devi l ,  and  of  the fear  peop le 

have had of  dwel l ing  i s  such houses ;  ver i ly  those houses in  which  r iot ing  and  

drunkenness reign,  in  which swear ing  and cursing are the language of  the house,  or  in  

which the more spi r i tual  wickednesses o f  pr ide,  mal ice,  covetousness ,  and deceit  have 

the ascendancy,  may t ru ly  be  sa id  to  be haunted  by the devi l ,  and  they are most  

uncomfortab le houses for  any man to  l ive in ;  they are holds o f  foul  sp ir i ts ,  and cages o f  

unclean  and hateful  b irds,  even as  Babylon the  great  wi l l  be when it  is  fa l len,  Rev.  xvi i i .  2 .   

Now the way to  keep  sin  out  o f  the house,  i s  to  keep up re l ig ion in  the house,  wh ich wi l l  

be  the most  ef fectua l  ant idote aga inst  Sa tan's  po ison.  When Abraham thought  

concerning  Ab imelech 's  house,  Surely  the  fear of  God is  not  in  th is  p lace ,  he  conc luded  

no less but  they wi l l  s lay me for my wife 's  sake .  Gen.  xx.  11 .  Where no fear  o f  God i s ,  no  

reading,  no  pray ing,  no devot ion,  what  can  one expect  but  a l l  that  i s  bad? Where there  i s  

impiety  there wi l l  be immoral i ty ;  they  who rest ra in  prayer,  cast  o ff  fear,  Job  xv.  4 .  But  i f  

re l ig ious  worsh ip  have i ts  p lace in  the house,  i t  may be hoped that  v ice  wi l l  not  have a  

p lace there.  There i s  much  of  truth  in  that  say ing o f  good Mr.  Dod,  "E ither  praying  wi l l  

make a  man g ive over  s inning,  or  s inn ing wi l l  make a  man give over  pray ing . "  There  

remains  some hope concerning  those who are  otherwise bad,  as long as  they  keep  up  

prayer.  Though there be a  st ruggle between Christ  and Bel ia l  in  your  houses,  and the 

insult s  o f  s in  and Satan are dar ing and  threaten ing,  yet  as long as rel ig ion keeps the f ield ,  

and the weapons o f  i t s  warfare are made use o f,  we  may hope the enemy wi l l  lose  

ground.   

4.  A  church in  t he house wi l l  make it  very  comfortable  to  yourselves.  Nothing more 

agreeab le to  a  grac ious sou l  than constant  communion with  a  gracious God ;  i t  i s  the one 

thing  i t  des ires,  to  dwel l  in  the house o f  the Lord ;  here  i t  i s  as  in  i t s  c lement,  i t  i s  i t s  rest  

for  ever.  I f ,  therefore,  our  houses  be houses o f  the Lord,  we sha l l  for  that  reason love 

home,  reckon ing our dai ly  devot ion the sweetest  o f  our  da i ly  del ights,  and our family  

worship  the most  valuable of  our  family  comforts.  This  wi l l  sanct i fy  to  us  a l l  the 

conveniences o f  our  houses,  and reconci le us to  the inconveniences of  i t .  Wh at  are  

Solomon's gardens,  and  orchards,  and poo ls o f  water,  and other  del ights of  the sons o f  

men,  (Eccl .  i i .  6 ,  6,  8. )  in  comparison with  these del ights o f  the ch i ldren of  God?  
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Fami ly  re l ig ion  wi l l  help  to  make our fami ly  relat ions comfortab le to  us,  by  promotin g  

love,  prevent ing quarre ls,  and ext ingu ishing heats  that  may at  any t ime happen.  A family  

l i v ing in  the fear  of  God,  and jo in ing da i ly  in  rel ig ious worship ,  t ru ly  en joys  i t se lf ;  Beho ld  

how good  and  how p leasant  a  th ing i t  is  fo r  brethren thus  to  dwel l  to gether ;  i t  i s  not  on ly  

l ike o intment and perfume which  rejo ice the heart ,  but  l i ke  the ho ly  o intment,  the  holy  

per fume,  wherewith Aaron the saint  o f  the  Lord was consecrated ;  not  on ly  l ike the 

common dew to the grass,  but  l ike the dew which descends  upon  the mountains  o f  S ion,  

the holy  mountains,  Ps.  cxxxi i i .  1 -3.  The communion of  sa ints in  that  which i s  the work o f  

sa ints,  i s  without  doubt  the most  p leasant  communion here  on  earth ,  and the l ivel iest  

representat ion,  and surest  p ledge,  o f  those ever last ing  joys  which are  the happiness of  

the sp ir i t s  o f  just  men made perfect ,  and the hopes of  holy  souls  in  th is  imperfect  state.   

Fami ly  rel ig ion wi l l  make the a f fa i rs  o f  the fami ly  successfu l ;  and though they may not  in  

every  th ing i ssue to our  mind,  yet  we may by  fa ith  foresee that  they  wi l l  at  last  i ssue to  

our  good.  I f  th is  beauty  of  the Lord our God be upon us and our fami l ies,  i t  wi l l  p ros per  

the work o f  our  hands  unto u s,  yea,  the work of  our  hands i t  wi l l  establ i sh ;  or  however ,  

i t  wi l l  estab l i sh  our  hearts in  that  comfort  wh ich makes very  th ing that  occurs easy,  Ps xc .  

17;  cx i i .  8.   

We cannot  suppose our  mountain  to  stand so  st rong  but  that  i t  wi l l  be  moved ;  t roub le in  

the f lesh we must  expect ,  and a  a f f l ict ion  in  that  from which we promise ourselves most  

comfort ;  and when the Div ine  Providence makes our  houses  houses of  mourning,  then i t  

wi l l  be comfortab le  to  have them louses of  prayer,  and to have had  them so before.  

When s ickness,  and sorrow,  and death come into our fami l ies,  (and sooner or  later  they  

wi l l  come, )  i t  s  good  that  they  sh ou ld  f ind the wheels  o f  prayer  g oing,  and the fami ly  

accustomed to seek God ;  for  i f  we are then t o beg in  th is  good work when d istress forces  

us  to  i t ,  we sha l l  dr ive  heavi ly  in  i t .  The y who pray constant ly  when  they  are  wel l ,  may  

pray  comfortably  when  they are s ick .   

5.  A church in  the house wi l l  be a  good legacy,  nay,  i t  wi l l  be a  good inher itance,  to  be 

left  to  your  ch i ldren a fter  you.  Re ason d irects us to  consu lt  the  wel fare  of  poster ity ,  and  

to lay  up in  store a  good  foundat ion for  those who shal l  come after  us  to  bui ld  upon;  and 

we cannot  do th is  better  than by keeping  up re l ig ion in  our  houses.  A family  a ltar  wi l l  be  

the best  enta i l ;  your chi ldren wi l l  for  th is  r i se up,  and cal l  you b lessed,  and it  may be 

hoped  they wi l l  be  pra is ing God for  you,  and prais ing God l ike you,  here on earth,  when 

you are prais ing h im in  heaven.   

You  wi l l  hereby leave your chi ldren  the benefi t  o f  many  prayers  put  up to heaven for  

them, which  wi l l  be  kept  (as  i t  were)  upon the f i le  there,  to  be  answered to their  comfort ,  

when you are s i lent  in  the  dust .  I t  i s  t rue of  prayer,  what  we say  o f  winter ,  " I t  never  rots  
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in  the sk ies . "  The seed of  Jacob  know they do not  seek in  vain,  though perhaps they  l ive  

not  to  see thei r  prayers  answered .  Some good  Chr ist ians,  who have made conscience of  

praying dai ly  wi th  and  for  their  ch i ldren,  have been encouraged  to hope that  the chi ldren  

of  so many prayers  should  not  miscarry  at  last :  and thus encouraged,  Joseph 's dy ing  

word has been the language of  many  a  dying Christ ian 's  fa ith,  I  d ie ,  but  God wi l l  sure ly  

v i s i t  you ,  Gen .  1.  24.  I  have heard  of  a  hopefu l  son,  who said  he valued  h is  interest  in  h is  

p ious father 's  prayer  far  more than  h is  interest  in  h is  estate,  though a  cons iderab le one.   

You wi l l  l ikewise hereby leave your ch i ldren a  good example,  wh ich you may hope they  

wi l l  fo l low when  they come into  houses o f  thei r  own.  The  usage and pract ice of  your  

fami l ies i s  commonly  t ransmitted from one generat ion to another ;  bad customs are many  

t imes thus  enta i led.  They who  burnt  incense to the queen  of  heaven,  learnt  i t  o f  their  

fathers,  Jer .  x l iv.  17.  And a  vain  conversat ion  was thus received by trad it ion,  1  Pet .  i .  18.  

And why  may not  good  customs be in  l ike manner  handed  down to poster ity ?  Thus w e 

shou ld  make known the  ways o f  God  to  our  chi ldren ,  that  they  may ar i se  and  declare  

them to thei r  ch i ldren,  (Ps.  Ixxvi i i .  6 . )  and re l ig ion may become an hei r - loom in  our  

fami l ies.  Let  your chi ldren be able to  say,  when  they are  tempted to s it  loose to  re l ig ion ,  

That  i t  was the way  of  thei r  fami ly ,  the good old  way,  in  which their  fa thers  walked,  and  

in  which they themselves were  educated and t ra ined up ;  and with  th is  they may  answer 

h im who reproaches them. Let  family  worship,  besides a l l  i t s  other  p leas for  i t sel f ,  be  

able in  your  houses  to  p lead  prescr ipt ion.  And though  to  the acceptableness of  the  

serv ice,  i t  i s  requ isite that  i t  be done f rom a  h igher  and better  pr incip le  than  purely  to  

keep up  the custom of the family ,  yet  better  so than not  at  a l l :  and  the form of  godl iness  

may by the grace of  God at  length prove the happy  veh ic le o f  i t s  power ;  and dry  bones,  

whi l st  unburied,  may be made to l ive .  Thus a  good man leaves an  inher itance to  h is  

chi ld ren ;  and the  generat ion o f  the  upr ight  shal l  be  b lessed .   

6 .  A church in  the house wi l l  contr ibute very  much  to the prosperity  of  the church of  God  

in  the nat ion .  Fami ly  rel ig ion,  i f  that  prevai l ,  wi l l  put  a  fare of  re l ig ion upon the  land,  

and very  much advance the beauty  and peace of  our  Eng l i sh  Jerusalem.  Th is  i s  that  which 

I  hope we are a l l  hearty  wel l -wishers to ;  sett ing aside  the considerat ion of  part ies ,  and  

separate interests ,  and bury ing a l l  names of  d ist inct ion in  the grave o f  Chr ist ian char i ty ,  

we earnest ly  des ire to  see true catho l ic  Chr ist ianity ,  and ser ious god l iness in  the power  

of  i t ,  p revai l ing and f lour ish ing  in  our  land ;  to  see knowledge f i l l ing the land,  as the 

waters cover  the sea ;  to  see hol iness and love giving la w,  and tr iumphing over  s in  and  

st r i fe:  we would see cause to  ca l l  your c ity ,  A c ity  o f  r ighteousness,  a  fa ith ful  c i ty,  i t s  

wa l l s  sa lvat ion,  and it s  gates pra ise.  Now a l l  th is  wou ld be ef fected ,  i f  fami ly  re l ig ion 

were general ly  set  up and kept  up .   
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When th e wal l  was to  be bu i l t  about  Jerusalem, i t  was present ly  done by th is  expedient ,  

every  one undertook to  repair  over  aga inst  h is  own house.  See Neh.  i i i .  10 ,  &c .  And i f  

ever  the decayed wal l s  of  the gospel  Jerusa lem be bui lt  up,  i t  must  be  by the same 

method.  Every  one must  sweep before h is  own door,  and then the street  wi l l  be c lean .  I f  

there were a  church in  every  house,  there would be such a  church in  our  land as wou ld 

make it  a  pra ise  throughout the whole  earth.  We cannot  better  serve our country  than  by  

keeping up  rel ig ion in  our  fami l ies.   

Let  famil ies be wel l  catech ised,  and then the publ ic  preaching o f  the  word wi l l  be the 

more prof itab le,  and  the more successfu l .  For  want  of  th is ,  when we speak ever  so  

p la in ly  of  the th ings pertain ing  to  the k ingdom of  God,  to  the most  we do but  speak  

parab les .  The book  of  the Lord  i s  de l ivered  to them who are not  catech ised,  say ing,  Read 

this ,  and  they say,  We  are not  learned ;  learned enough in  other  th ings ,  but  not  in  the 

one th ing needful ,  I sa .  xx ix .  12.  But  our  wo rk i s  easy  with  those who from their  ch i ldhood  

have known the Holy  Scr iptures .   

I f  every  fami ly  were a  praying family ,  publ ic  prayers  would be the better  jo ined in ,  more 

intel l igent ly ,  and  more af fect ionately ;  for  the  more we are used to prayer,  the more  

expert  we sha l l  be in  that  ho ly  and d iv ine art  o f  "enter ing  in to the ho l iest  " in  that  duty.  

And publ ic  reproofs and admonit ions would be as a nai l  in  a  sure  p lace ,  i f  masters o f  

fami l ies would second them with  their  family  d isc ip l ine,  and so c lench those nai l s .   

Re l ig ious famil ies are b less ings to  the neighbourhood they l ive in ,  at  least  by  thei r  

prayers.  A good man thus becomes a  publ ic  good,  and i t  i s  h i s  ambit io n to be so .  Though  

he see h is  ch i ldren 's  ch i ldren,  he has  smal l  joy  of  that  i f  he  do not  see peace upon I srae l ,  

Ps .  cxxvi i i .  5 ,  6 .  And therefore postpon ing a l l  h i s  own in terests,  and sat is fact ions,  he sets  

h imself  to  seek the good of  Jerusa lem a l l  the days  o f  h is  l i fe.  Happy  were we i f  we had  

many  such .  That  which now remains ,  i s  to  address mysel f  lo  you upon the whole matter  

by  way of  exhortat ion ;  and I  p ray  you  let  my counsel  be acceptable  to  you;  and whi le I  

endeavour to  give every  one  h is  port ion,  let  y our consciences ass i st  me herein,  and take 

to yourse lves  that  which belongs to  yon.   

I I I .  THF.  APPLICATION.   

1.  Let  those masters  o f  fami l ies who have h i therto  l ived  in  the neglect  of  family  rel ig ion  

be persuaded  now to  set  i t  up,  and  henceforward to  make conscience  of  i t .  I  know it  i s  

hard to  persuade people to  beg in  even a  good work that  they have not  been used  to;  yet ,  

i f  God by h is  grace  apply  th is  word,  who  can  te l l  but  some may  be wrought  upon  to  

comply  with  the design of  i t ?  We have no  i l l  des ign in  urg ing  you to th is  part  of  your duty :  

we a im not  at  the  advantage of  a  party ,  but  pure ly  a l  the  prosperi ty  o f  your  fami l ies.  We 
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are  sure  we have reason  on  our  s ide,  and i f  you wi l l  but  suf fer  that  to  ru le  you,  we shal l  

ga in  our  po int ;  and  you  wi l l  a l l  go  home f irmly  resolved,  as Joshua was,  that  whatever  

others do themselves,  and whatever  they  say  o f  you,  You  and your houses  wi l l  serve  the  

Lord .  God put  i t  into,  and keep it  in ,  the imaginat ion of  the thought  o f  your heart ,  and  

estab l i sh  your  way therein  bef ore h im!  

Proceed  in  the r ight  method ;  f i r st  set  up  Christ  upon  the throne in  your hearts,  and  then 

set  up a  church for  Christ  in  your house.  Let  Chr ist  dwel l  in  your hearts by  fa ith,  and  

then let  h im dwel l  in  your houses;  you do not  beg in  at  the r ight  end  of  your work,  i f  you  

do not  f i r st  g ive your ourse lves  unto the Lord ;  God had responded f ir st  to  Abel ,  and  then  

to h is  o ffer ing.  Let  the fear  and love of  God  ru le in  your hearts,  and have a  commanding 

sway and empire there,  and then set  up an  a ltar  for  God  in  your tents;  for  you cannot  do  

that  acceptably  t i l l  you  have f ir st  consecrated yourselves as sp ir i tua l  pr iests to  God,  to  

serve at  that  a ltar .   

And when your hearts,  l ike Lyd ia 's,  are opened  to Christ ,  let  your house,  l ike hers,  be  

opened to h im too,  Acts xv i .  14,  15.  Let  there be churches in  a l l  your houses ;  let  those 

who have the state l iest ,  r i chest ,  and best  furnished houses,  reckon a  church in  them to  

be thei r  best  ornament :  let  those who have  houses  o f  the  greatest  care  and bus iness,  

reckon  family  rel ig ion their  best  employment ;  and not  neg lect  the one th ing needfu l ,  

whi le they are carefu l  and cumbered  about  many th ings :  nor  let  those who have c los e  

and mean habi tat ions be d iscouraged ;  the ark  of  God long dwelt  in  curta ins .  Your  

dwel l ing  i s  not  so  stra it ,  but  you  may  f ind  room  for  a  church  in  i t .  Church  work ¡soften  

chargeab le,  but  you may do th is  church work cheap :  you need not  make s i lver  shr ines,  as  

they d id  for  Diana,  nor  lavish  gold  out  o f  the bag,  as idolaters d id  in  the service o f  thei r  

gods,  ( I sa .  x lvi .  6 . )  no.  An al ter o f  earth shal l  you make to  your Go d ,  (Exod.  xx .  -24. )  and  

he wi l l  accept  i t .  Church work i s  accustomed to be s low work,  but  you may do th is  

quick ly .  Put  on resolut ion,  and you  may set  up th is  tabernac le  to -night ,  before to -

morrow.  

Would  you keep  up your author ity  i n  your family? You cannot  do  i t  better  t han by 

keeping  up rel ig ion  in  your family .  I f  ever  a  master  o f  a  family  looks  great ,  t ru ly  great ,  i t  

is  when he i s  go ing  before  h is  house in  the service o f  God,  and  presid ing a mon g them in  

holy  th ings.  Then he shows h imself  worth y o f  double honour,  when be teaches them the 

good knowledge of  the Lord,  and i s  thei r  mouth to God in  prayer,  b lessing them in  the  

name of  God.   

Would  you have your family  re lat ions comfortable,  your a f f a i rs  successfu l ,  and give an  

evidence of  your professed subject ion to the gospel  of  Chr ist ? Would you l ive in  God' s  

fear,  and d ie in  h is  favour,  and escape that  curse which i s  enta i led  upon prayer less  
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fami l ies? Let  rel ig ion in  the power o f  i t  have i t s  due p lace,  that  i s ,  the  uppermost  p lace 

in  your houses.   

Many object ions your own corrupt  hearts wi l l  make aga inst  bu i ld ing these churches,  but  

they wi l l  a l l  appear f r ivolous and tr i f l ing to  a  p ious mind,  that  i s  stedfast ly  reso lved for  

God  and  godl ine ss :  you wi l l  never  go  on in  your  way to heaven,  i f  you wi l l  be fr ightened  

by l ions in  the st reet .  Whatever  i s  the d i f f i cu lty  you dread,  the d iscouragement  you 

apprehend,  in  i t ,  I  am conf ident  i t  i s  not  ins uperable,  i t  is  not  unanswerable.  But  he that  

observes  wind  shaft  not  sow,  a nd he that  regards the c louds  shal l  not  reap .  

Be  not  loth  to  beg in  a  new custom,  i f  i t  be a  good custom,  especia l ly  i f  i t  be a  duty ,  (as  

certa in ly  th is  i s , )  which,  wh i le you cont inue in  the neglect  o f .  you l ive in  s in ;  for  

omission s are s ins,  and most  come into  judgment.  I t  may be,  that  you h ave been  

convinced that  you ought  to  worsh ip  God  in  your fami l ies,  and that  th is  i s  a  good  th ing  

to  do;  but  you have put  i t  o f f  to  some more convenient  season.  Wil l  you now at  last  take 

occasion  from this  sermon to begin  i t? And  do  not  defer  so  good  a  work any longer.  The 

present  season i s  wi thout  doubt  the most  convenient  season .  Begin  th is  day :  let  th is  be  

the day o f  your lay ing  the foundat ion of  the  Lord 's  temple in  your  house ;  and then  

consid er,  f rom this  day  and  upward —  as  God  by the proph et  reasons with  the people  

who neglected to bu i ld  t he  temple,  Hag.  i i .  18 ,  19 .  take not ice —  whether  God do  not  

from this  day remarkab ly  b less  you in  a l l  th at  you have and  do.   

P lead not  your own weakness a nd inab i l i ty  t o  per form fami ly  worship ;  make use of  the  

helps  that  are provided  for  you ;  do as  wel l  as you can when  you cannot  do so  wel l  as  you  

would,  and God wi l l  accept  of  you.  You wi l l ing ly  wr ite what  i s  necessary  for  the carry ing 

on of  your  t rade,  though you  cannot  wr ite so  f ine  a  hand  as  some others  can ;  and  wi l l  

you not  be as wise in  the work o f  your Chr ist ian  cal l ing,  to  do your best ,  though i t  be far  

short  of  the best ,  rather  than  not  do i t  a t  a l l ?  To h im who has  but  one ta lent ,  and trades  

with  that ,  more shal l  be  given ;  but  from h im who bur ies i t ,  i t  shal l  betaken  away .  Be at  

some pains to  make the Scr iptures fami l ia r  to  you,  espec ia l ly  David 's  Psa lms,  and then  

you cannot  be to  seek for  a  var iety  o f  apt  express ions  proper to  be used in  prayer,  f or  

they wi l l  be  a lways  at  your r ight  hand.  Take with you  those words,  wo rds which the Ho ly 

Ghost  teaches ,  for  you  cannot  f ind more acceptable words.   

And now shal l  I  p revai l  wi th  you  in  th is  matter !  I  am loth to  leave you unresolved,  or  but  

a lmost  persuaded;  I  beg o f  you,  for  God's sake,  for  Christ ' s  sake,  for  your own precious  

sou ls '  sake,  and for  the  chi ldren 's  sake of  your own bodies,  that  you wi l l  l i ve no longer in  

the neglect  o f  so great ,  and necessary,  and comfortable a  duty  as th is  of  family  worsh ip  

is .  When we press upon you the more inward  dut ies o f  fa ith  and love,  and the fear  o f  

God,  i t  cannot  be so evident  that  we succeed  incur  errand  as i t  may be in  th is .  I t  i s  
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certa in  that  you get  no  good by th is  sermon —  but  i t  i s  whol ly  lost  upon you —  i f  a fter  

you have heard i t ,  or  read  it .  you cont inue  in  the neg lect  o f  fami ly  re l ig ion ;  and i f  st i l l  

you "cast  of f  fear ,  and restra in  prayer  before God. "  Your famil ies  wi l l  be witnesses 

aga inst  you that  th is  work was undone ;  and th is  sermon wi l l  witness  against  you,  that  i t  

was not  for  want  o f  being ca l led  to  do i t ,  but  for  want  o f  a  heart  to  do i t  when you  were 

cal led.  But  I  hope better  th ings o f  you,  my  brethren ,  and  th ings that  accompany  salvat ion,  

I  though I  thus speak.   

2.  Let  those who have kept  up fami ly  worsh ip  former ly ,  but  o f  late have left  i t  o f f ,  be 

persuaded to  rev ive i t .  This,  perhaps,  is  the  case o f  some of  you ;  you remember  the 

k indness o f  your youth,  and the  love of  your espousals ;  t ime was  when you  sought  God 

dai ly ,  and  del ighted  to  know his  ways,  as  fami l ies  who d id  r ighteousness ,  and forsook not  

the ordinances  of  your God ;  but  now it  i s  otherwise.  The  a ltar  o f  the  Lord  is  broken down 

and neg lected ,  t he  da i ly  sacr i f i ce i s  ceased ;  and  God has kept  an  account  how many  days  

i t  has ceased,  wh ether  you  have or  not ,  (Dan .  vi i i .  13,  14. )  Now God comes into  your  

houses seeking f ru it ,  but  he f inds none,  or  next  to  none:  you are so eager  in  your wor ld ly  

pursuit s,  that  you  have nei ther  hearts nor  t ime for  rel ig ious  exercises.  You  began at  f i r st  

frequ ent ly  to  omit  the  serv ice,  and a  smal l  matter  served for  an excuse to  put  i t  by,  and 

so by degrees i t  came to  nothing.   

О that  those who ha ve thus  left  their  f i r st  love,  wou ld  now remember whence they are  

fa l len,  and repent,  and  do their  f i r st  works!  Inqui re how this  good  work came to be 

neg lected ;  was i t  not  because your love to  God  cooled,  and  the love of  the  wor ld  

prevai led ? Have you not  found a  mani fest  decay  in  the prosper ity  o f  your souls  s ince you  

let  fa l l  th is  good work? Has not  s in  got  ground  in  yo ur hearts and in  your houses? And 

though,  when you dropt  your family  worship,  you promised yourse lves that  you would  

make it  up in  secret  worsh ip,  because you were not  wi l l ing to  a l low yourselves l ime for  

both,  yet  have you not  dec l ined in  that  a l so? Are you not  grown less f requent,  and less 

fervent,  in  your  c loset  devot ions  too? Where i s  now the b lessedness  you have formerly  

spoken  of? I  beseech you to lay  out  yourselves to  retr ieve i t  in  t ime.  Say as that  peni tent  

adulteress,  (Hos.  i i .  7 . )  I  wi l l  go and return to  my f i rst  husband,  fo r then i t  w as  better 

wi th  me then now .  C leanse the sanctuary,  and put  away the strange god.  I s  money the 

god,  or  the bel ly  the god,  that  has ga ined possession of  thy  heart  and  house? Whate ver  

i t  i s ,  cast  i t  out .  Repai r  the a lt ar  o f  the  Lord,  and begin  a gain  the dai ly  sacr i f ice and  

oblat ion .  L ight  the lamps again,  and burn the incense.  Rear  up the tabernac le of  David  

which  i s  fa l len  down,  lengthen it s  cords,  and st rengthen  i ts  stakes,  and reso lve  i t  sha l l  

never  be neglected:  aga in  as i t  has  been.  Perhaps you  and  your fami l ies  have been  

mani fest ly  under the rebukes of  Providence,  s ince  you lef t  o f f  your duty,  —  and Jacob  

was,  whi le he  neg lected to  pay  h is  vow ; I  beseech  you,  hear  a t  length the voice o f  the  
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rod,  and of  h im who has appointed  it ,  for  i t  reminds you of  your forgotten vows,  say ing,  

Arise,  go up  to  Be thel ,  and dwel l  there .  Gen.  xxxv.  1 .  Let  the  p lace thou dwel lest  in  ever  

be a  Bethel ,  so  shal l  God dwel l  with  thee there.   

3.  Let  those who are remiss and negl igent  in  thei r  fami ly  worsh ip  be awakened to mor e 

zea l  and  constancy.  Some of  you  perhaps  have a  church  in  your  house,  but  i t  i s  not  a  

nourish ing church ;  i t  i s  l ike the church of  Laodicca,  nei ther  cold  nor  hot ;  or  l ike the 

church of  Sardis,  in  which the th ings that  rema in ar e ready to d ie;  so  that  i t  hath l i t t le  

more than a  name to l ive.  Something o f  th is  work of  the Lord  i s  done for  fash ion  sake,  

but  i t  i s  done decei t fu l ly :  you have in  your f l ock a  male,  but  you vow and sacr i f i ce unto  

the Lord a  corrupt  th ing ;  you grow "customary " in  your accustomed serv ices,  and br ing  

the torn  and the b l ind,  the lame and the s ick,  for  sacr i f ice ;  and you of fer  that  to  your  

God  which  you would  scorn  to  o f fer  to  your  governor ;  and though it  is  but  l i t t le you do  

for  the church in  your house ,  you th ink that  too  much,  and say,  Behold  what  a  wear iness  

is  i t !  You put  i t  o ff  with  a  smal l  and incons iderable scant l ing o f  your day,  and that  the 

dregs and refuse of  i t .  You  can spare no  t ime at  a l l  for  i t  in  the morn ing,  nor  any  in  the 

evening,  t i l l  y ou  are hal f  as leep .  I t  i s  thrust  into a  corner ,  and  a lmost  lost  in  a  crowd of  

world ly  bus iness  and carnal  conversat ion .  When it  i s  done,  i t  i s  done so  s l ight ly ,  in  so  

much haste,  and with  so l i t t le rever ence,  that  i t  makes no impress ion upon yourse lves or  

your famil ies .  The B ib le l ies ready,  but  you  have  no  t ime to  read ;  your servants are  

otherwise employed ,  and you th ink i t  i s  no matter  for  ca l l ing them in ;  you yourselves can 

take up with  a  "word or  two of  prayer, "  or  rest  in  a  l i fe less,  heart less ta le o f  words.  Thus  

i t  i s  every  day,  and  perhaps  l i t t le bet ter  on the  Lord's  day ;  no  repet i t ion,  no  catech ising,  

no s inging  o f  psa lms,  or  none to any purpose.   

Is  i t  thus with  any of  your famil ies? I s  th is  the  present  state o f  the church in  your house? 

My brethren,  These th ings ou ght  not  to  be so .  I t  i s  not  enough  that  you do that  which i s  

good,  but  you must  do i t  wel l .  God and re l ig ion  have in  ef fect  no p lace  in  your hearts or  

houses,  i f  they have not  the innermost  and uppermost  p lace.  Chr ist  wi l l  come no  whither  

to  be an  under l ing ;  he  i s  not  a  guest  to  be  set  behind  the door.  What  comfort ,  what  

benefit  can  you promise to  yourse lves  f rom such t r i f l ing  services  as these ;  from an  

empty form of  godl iness  without  the power o f  i t !   

I  beseech you,  s i r s,  make a  bu s iness of  your  fami ly  re l ig ion ,  and not  a  by -bus iness .  Let  i t  

be your p leasure and del ight ,  and not  a  task  and  drudgery.  Contr ive your a ffa irs  so that  

the most  conven ient  t ime may be a l lot ted both morning and  even ing for  your fami ly  

worship,  so  that  you ma y not  be unfi t  for  i t ,  or  d isturbed and stra itened in  i t ;  herein  

wisdom is  prof itab le to  d irect .  Address  yourselves to  i t  with  reverence and ser iousness,  

and a  so lemn pause ;  that  those who jo in  with  you  may  see and  say,  that  God  i s  wi th  you  
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of a  t ruth,  and may be st ruck thereby into a  l ike ho ly  awe.  You need not  be long in  the 

serv ice,  but  you ought  to  be l ively  in  i t ;  not  s lothful  in  th is  business,  because  i t  i s  th e  

bus iness  for  God and your souls ,  but  fe rvent  in  spi r i t ,  sen s ing the Lord .   

4 .  Let  those who  have a  church in  thei r  house,  be  very  careful  to  adorn  and beaut i fy  i t  in  

their  conversat ion.  I f  you pray in  your  fami l ies,  and read  the Scr ip tures,  and  sing psalms,  

and yet  are  passionate  and  f roward with  your  relat ions,  quarre lsome  and  content ious  

with  your neighbours,  unjust  and  deceit fu l  in  your deal ings,  intemperate and g iven to  

t ippl ing,  or  a l low yourselves in  any other  s in fu l  way,  you pu l l  down with  one hand what  

you bui ld  up with  the other.  Your prayers wi l l  be  an abominat ion  to  God,  and to good  

men too,  i f  they be thus  pol luted.  Be not  dece ived,  God i s  not  mocked.   

See that  you be un iversal  in  your rel ig ion,  that  i t  may appear that  you  are s incere in  i t  

Show that  you  bel ieve  a  real i ty  in  i t ,  by  act ing a lways under  the commanding power and 

inf luence of  i t .  Be not  Chr ist ians upon your knees,  and Jews in  your  shops.  Whi le you  

seem saints in  your  devot ions,  prove not  yourselves s inners in  your conversat ions.  

Having begun the day in  the fear  o f  God,  be in  that  fear  a l l  the  day  long.  Let  the example  

you set  your famil ies be  throughout good,  and by i t  teach them not  on ly  to  read and pray ,  

for  that  i s  but  hal f  the i r  work,  bat  by  i t  teach them to be meek and humble,  sober and 

temperate,  loving and  peaceable,  just  and honest ;  so  shal l  you  adorn the doctr ine of  God  

our Saviour;  and those who wi l l  not  be won by the word,  sha l l  be won by your  

conversat ion .  Your family  worship  i s  an honour to  you,  see  to  i t  that  neither  you nor  

yours be in  any th ing a  d isgrace to  i t .   

5 .  Let  those  who are sett ing out  in  the world  s et  up a  church  in  thei r  house at  f i r st ,  and 

not  defer  i t  P lead not  youth and bashfulness ;  i f  you have confidence enough to ru le a  

fami ly ,  I  hope you hav e confidence enough  to  pray with  a  family .  Sa y  not,  The t ime  i s  not  

come,  the  t ime that  the Lord’s  house should  be bui l t ,  as  they  d id  who dwelt  in  thei r  ex i led  

houses ,  wh i le God 's house lay  waste,  Hag.  i .  2 ,  4.  I t  ought  to  be bu i lt  immediately ;  and  

the longer you  put  i t  o f f ,  the  more d if f icu lty  there wi l l  be in  t ie do ing o f  i t ,  and the more 

danger that  i t  wi l l  never  be done.   

Now you  are  beg inning  the wor ld,  (as  you  cal l  i t )  i s  i t  not  your  wisdom as  wel l  as  duty  to  

beg in  with  God? Can  you beg in  better?  or  can  you expect  to  prosper  i f  you  do  not  beg in  

thus?  The fu l ler  our  heads  are o f  care  about  sett ing  up house,  and sett ing;  up shop,  and  

sett l ing in  both ,  the  more need  you  have of  dai ly  prayer,  that  by  i t  you may  cast  your  

care on God,  and fetch in  wisdom and di rect ion from on h igh .   

6.  In  a l l  your removals  be  sure you take t h e  "church in  your house "  a long with  you.  

Abraham often removed  his  tent ,  but  wherever  he p itched i t ,  there  the f i r st  th ing he d id  
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was to bu i ld  an a ltar .  I t  i s  observab le  concern ing Aqu i la  and Pr i sc i l la ,  of  whose p ious  

fami ly  my text  speaks,  that  when St  P au l  wrote h is  epist le to  the Romans they were at  

Rome; for  he sends sa lutat ions to  them th ither,  and there i t  i s  sa id  they had a  church in  

their  house,  Rom. xv i .  5.  But  now,  when he wrote th is  epist le to  the Corinthians  they 

were at  Ephesus,  for  thence i t  should  seem this  ep ist le bore date,  and here he sends  

sa lutat ions  from them;  and  at  Ephesus a lso  tbey had a  church in  thei r  house.  As  

wherever  we go  ourse lves we must  take our  rel ig ion with  us ;  so  wherever  we take our  

fami l ies,  or  part  o f  them, we must  tak e our fami ly  rel ig ion with  us ;  for  in  a l l  p laces we 

need d ivine  protect ion,  and experience d ivine  goodness.  I  wi l l  there fore that  men  pray  

every where .   

When you are in  your  c ity -houses,  let  not  the business  o f  them crowd out  your family  

re l ig ion;  nor  let  the d ivers ions o f  your country -houses ind ispose your minds to  these 

ser ious exercises.  That  care and that  p leasure are unseasonab le and inordinate,  which  

leave you not  both heart  and t ime to attend the serv ice of  the church in  your house.   

Let  me here  be a n  advocate a lso  for  those fami l ies  whose masters are often  absent  f rom 

them, for  their  hea lth  or  p leasure,  espec ia l ly  on the Lord 's  c lay,  or  long absent  upon  

bus iness .  And let  me beg these  absent  masters to  cons ider,  with  whom they leave  those 

few sheep in  the wi lderness,  (1  Sam. xvi i .  28. )  and whether they do  not  leave them 

neglected  and  exposed .  Perhaps there  i s  not  a  just  cause for  your  absence so  much,  nor  

can you give a  good answer to  that  quest ion,  What dost  thou here,  E l i jah !  But  i f  there be  

a  just  cause,  you ought  to  take care that  the church in  your house be not  neglected when 

you are abroad,  but  that  the work be done when you are  not  at  home to do i t .   

7 .  Let  in fer ior  re lat ives help  to  promote re l ig ion  in  the fami l ies where they are.  I f  fami ly  

worship  be not  kept  up  in  the houses where you l ive ,  let  so  much  the more be done in  

your c losets for  God and  your sou ls :  i f  i t  be,  yet  th ink not  that  wi l l  excuse  you from 

secret  worship .  Al l  i s  l i t t le enough to  keep  up the l i fe of  rel ig ion  in  your hearts,  and help  

you forward toward heaven.   

Let  the chi ldren of  praying parents,  and the servants  o f  pray ing masters,  account  i t  a  

great  pr ivi lege  to  l ive in  houses that  have churches in  them,  and be carefu l  to  improve 

that  pr iv i lege.  Be you  a lso ready to every  good work ;  make the re l ig ious  exercises o f  

your family  easy  and p leasant  to  those  who per form them, by showing yourselves  

forward  to  attend  on  them, and carefu l  to  attend to them ;  for  your  backwardness and 

carelessness  wi l l  be  thei r  greatest  d iscouragement .  Let  your  l i ves  a l so  be  a  cred it  to  

good educat ion ,  and  make it  appear  to  a l l  with  whom you  converse,  that  you are every  

way the better  for  l i v ing  in  re l ig ious  famil ies.   
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8.  Let  so l i tary  people,  who are not  engaged in  famil ies,  have churches in  their  cham bers ,  

churches in  their  c losets.  When every  man repaired the wal l  of  Jerusalem over against  

h is  own house,  we read of  one that  repa ired o ver  aga inst  h is  chamber,  Ne h.  i i i .  30.  Those 

who l ive  a lone,  out  o f  the way  of  fami ly  worship,  ought  to  take so much th e more t ime  

for  thei r  secret  worship,  and,  i f  poss ib le,  add  the  more so lemnity  to  i t .  You have not  

fami l ies to  read  the Scr iptures to,  read  them so much the more to yourse lves .  You have 

not  ch i ldren and servants to  catechise,  nor  parents or  masters to  be c atechised  by ;  

catechise yourselves  then,  that  you may  ho ld  fast  the  form of  sound words,  wh ich you  

have received .  Exhort  one another ;  so  we read it ,  (Heb.  i i i .  13. )  TrapnicaXei re  еаигис —  

exhort  yourselves ,  so  i t  might  as wel l  be read.  You are not  made keepers  o f  the v ineyards,  

and therefore  the greater  i s  your  shame i f  your  own vineyard you do not  keep.  When  you  

are  a lone,  yet  you are not  a lone,  for  the Father  i s  wi th  you ,  to  observe what  you do,  and  

to own and accept  you,  i f  you do  wel l .   

9 .  Let  those who are to  choose a  sett lement,  consu lt  the wel fare of  their  sou ls  in  the 

choice.  I f  a  church in  the house be so  necessary,  so  comfortable ,  then be ye not  

unequal ly  yoked with  unbel ievers,  who wi l l  have no  incl inat ion  for  the  church in  the 

house,  nor  assi s t  in  the support  o f  i t ,  but  instead of  bu i ld ing th is  house,  p luck i t  down 

with  their  hands,  Prov.  x iv.  1.  Let  apprent icesh ips and other  serv ices be chosen by th is  

ru le,  that  "that  i s  best  for  us wh ich i s  best  for  our  souls ;"  and therefore  i t  i s  our  in teres t  

to  go with  those,  and be with  those,  wi th  whom God i s ,  Zech.  vi i i .  23.  When Lot  was to  

choose a  habitat ion,  he  was determined therein  pure ly  by  secu lar  advantages,  (Gen.  x i i i .  

11,  13 .)  and God just ly  corrected h is  sensual  choice,  for  he never  had  a  quiet  day in  the 

Sodom he chose,  t i l l  he was f i red out  o f  i t .  The Jewish wr iters tel l  of  one of  their  devout  

rabbis,  who being courted to dwel l  in  a  p lace which was otherwise wel l  accommodated ,  

but  had no synagogue near,  he  ut ter ly  refused to  accept  the invitat ion,  and gave that  

text  for  h is  reason,  (Ps .  cx ix .  72. )  The law of  thy  mouth i t  better to  me than thousands o f  

gold  and s i lver .   

10 .  Let  rel ig ious fami l ies keep up fr iendsh ip  and fel lowsh ip  with  each other,  and as they 

have opportunity  assi st  one another i n  do ing  good.  The communion  of  churches has  

a lways been accounted their  beauty,  st rength ,  and comfort ,  and so i s  the communion of  

these domest ic  churches.  We f ind  here,  and in  other  of  St .  Pau l ' s  epist les ,  k ind  

sa lutat ions  sent  to  and  f rom the houses  that  had churches in  them. Rel ig ious famil ies  

shou ld  greet  one another,  v i s i t  one another,  love one another,  pray  for  one another ,  and 

as  becomes households  o f  fa ith,  do  a l l  the good they  can one to  another ;  forasmuch as 

they a l l  meet  da i ly  at  the same throne o f  grace,  and hope to meet  short ly  at  the same 

throne of  g lory,  to  be no more,  as they are  now,  d ivided  in  Jacob ,  and scattered  in  I srae l .   



Pag e 2 9  o f  29  
 

Last ly ,  Let  those houses  that  have churches in  them, f lour ish ing churches,  have comfort  

in  them. I s  re l ig ion  in  the p ower  o f  i t  uppermost  in  your houses !  And  are  you  and  yours  

serv ing the Lord,  serving h im da i ly? Go  on and  prosper,  for  the Lord i s  wi th  you whi l e  

you be with  h im.  See your houses under the protect ion and b lessing of  heaven,  and be 

assured that  a l l  th ings  sha l l  work  together  for  good to you.  Make i t  to  appear by  your  

holy  cheerfu lness that  you f ind  God a  good  master .  Wisdom's ways p leasantness,  and  her  

paths peace ;  and that  you see no reason to envy those who spend thei r  days  in  carnal  

mirth,  for  you  are acq uainted with  better  p leasures than any they can pretend to .  Are  

your houses  on  earth  God's houses? Are they  ded icated  to  h im,  and  employed for  h im ? 

Be of  good  comfort ,  h i s  house in  heaven shal l  be  yours  short ly :  In  my  Father 's  house 

there  are  many mansion! ;  and  there i s  one,  you may be sure,  for  each  of  you,  who thus  

by  a  pat ient  cont inuance in  wel ldoing,  seek for  g lory,  honour,  and immorta l i ty .  

 

 

 


